
Draft Minutes for March 5th 2018 Meeting 
 

Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee 
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Hal Rooks at 6:30pm.  Present were board members 
Michael Brown, Patty Rose, Nancy Fox, Allen Bush, Steve Orsini, Hal Rooks, Edith Walden,  
and Gary Curtis, emeritus  .  Also present were Mark Madden, Barb Ohms, Brandt Detering, 
and Matt Simon. 
 
It was moved and seconded to approve the draft agenda.   
 
Public Comment – Mark Madden had 5 minutes to present his opinion concerning the water 
issues on the island.  He believes that with as much water that falls on the island we don’t have 
a water shortage, and that 30 foot wells in the Indian Village/West Beach areas are above the 
salt water lens and are not a cause of salt water intrusion.  He promised to send the board 
additional information for the next meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s report – Allen Bush reported that the checking account balance is $2,681.63 and 
the Roz Glaser Bequest account was $10,511.28 
 
Update/New Business – Several board members hosted WWU geology student Joe Kuljis in 
February.  Joe is responsible for writing the draft template for Skagit County's catchment code.  
Joe was given a tour of several island rainwater catchment systems and an extensive 
discussion of GIPAC’s position on the scope and details of the county efforts to codify 
catchment rules.  
 
Nancy Fox, with contributions from Edith Walden and Hal Rooks, drafted a rainwater catchment 
paper.  The board approved sending this paper to the county, Joe Kuljis, and posting it on 
LineTime, Facebook and the GICCA website. 
 
Nancy, Michael, and Hal met with Assistant Planning Director Ryan Walters and John Cooper, 
the County's hydrogeologist, to discuss water and well issues.  According to Ryan Walters, the 
County agrees that hydrological analysis needs to be done on all wells drilled on Guemes, 
because the entire island is an aquifer recharge area and a seawater intrusion area, and 
therefore designated a "critical area" under the state's Critical Areas Ordinance (SCC 14.24).  In 
most cases, the hydrological analysis will be done by John Cooper based on state well logs and 
there won't be any charge to the resident requesting the new well.  Where localized seawater 
intrusion problems are evident, the County will require an applicant to provide more detailed, 
independent hydrogeological review.  Issues still to be resolved include how to bring well drillers 
into compliance with the rules, and how to develop more accurate data than what is currently 
available in the State’s well logs. 
 
Hal adjourned the meeting at 8:20pm. 


