
GICCA Meeting 
February 15, 2018, 7 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Barb Ohms at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Board Members present: Barb Ohms - President, Deb Strathman - Secretary, Liz Hartley – Treasurer, 
Rob Schroder, Karen Lamphere, and Loalynda Bird- Trustees.  
Absent: Chris Skinner - Vice President 
 

Recognitions & Acknowledgements 
Barb recognized the following individuals for sharing their time and talents with the community: 

o Rob Schroder and Wendell Phillips for their maintenance and upkeep on CERT radios which 
are used for the monthly net to ensure Guemes is prepared for a potential emergency when we 
may be without power as well as cell and landline phones. 

o Deb Strathman for keeping the myguemes.org website timely and relevant and for putting 
together the monthly GICCA e-newsletter for our subscribers, 

o Liz Hartley for taking the time to meet with our CPA to better understand Quickbooks in 
order to best maintain the orderliness and integrity of the financial ledgers of the Association. 

o Loalynda Bird for planning and coordinating the “Guemes Island Rocks” rock painting 
classes in February and the luminary workshops in March and April. 

o Holly Green for coordinating the distribution of the Welcome Bags provided by Groundfloor 
guemes to new island residents. 

Approval of Minutes 
Loalynda made a motion to approve the minutes from January 18, 2018. Liz seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. The minutes will be archived on the GICCA website: 
https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/ 
 
CURRENT BUSINESS 

● Treasurer’s Report 

Liz Hartley presented the following summary information to the Board and those in attendance.  
 
Skagit Bank  

o GICCA General Fund: $31,857.72 
o GICCA Stage Fund: $11,632.29 
o Savings Account: $22,930.15  

TOTAL BANK ASSETS: $$66,420.16  

Liz set up a sub-account for Groundfloor Guemes with the original $50. It will be much easier to 
track incoming and outgoing flows as a separate sub-account. Other sub-accounts under the 

https://myguemes.org/
https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/


General account are: CERT, meals, and playground. Barb mentioned that the Board may also 
want to set up a sub-account for the website so this account can be funded to ensure the longevity 
of this valuable community resource. 
 
Emma Schroder commented  that it might make sense for Groundfloor to keep some portion of 
the profits from events (like the Father’s Day Strawberry Social) for their own future expenses 
(slush fund) and give the remaining portion to other community organizations chosen as 
beneficiaries rather then give 100% of the profits to the chosen beneficiary. 
 
Liz will explore options for earning more interest on savings. Currently ~$23K in Skagit Bank 
savings. Could earn more interest elsewhere. Liz will report her findings at next meeting. 
 
Some discussion about $40/month for pest inspection and prevention - trimming back vegetation, 
placing rat traps, sweeping eves, eradicating spiders, etc. Do we need to do this every month? Rob 
shared that he has seen mice running around in the past, other evidence as well. Suggestion that 
we check with Lisa Torcoletti about any evidence she has seen. Carol Pellett inquired whether 
rodenticides used might harm cats and dogs. Need to ask Surety Pest Control. 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 
● Groundfloor Guemes 

No official report from this sub-committee. However, it is of note that the efforts of Groundfloor 
Guemes and many, many others ensured that Skagit Land Trust was able to purchase Kelly’s 
Point and save this very special place for generations to come!!!! 

● GICCA Website/Newsletter 
o Deb reported that, thanks to Mike Brown, the 2017-2018 directory of residential listings 

provided by GIPOA is now live on myguemes.org. An article was included in the 
February GICCA newsletter about the new online directory and website analytics show 
that many website visitors checked it out! There have also been a couple of new listings 
submitted by island residents.  Here’s an excerpt submitted via the Contact Us page on our 
website: 

You folks at GICCA continue to impress!  Congratulations on the new online 
directory.  Superbly done.  That folks can update their own information is a leap 
into the 21st century. ….You have made my day.  THANKS 

o We also received another very special contact via the Contact Us page on myguemes.org: 
A group of 4 travellers from Guemes, Spain reached out to us to share their plans to visit 
the other “Guemeses” of the world - Argentina, Mexico, and “US” - Guemes Island, WA!! 
Their tentative arrival window is April 20-22. We included a brief introductory article 
about this in the February newsletter and will continue to share more about this team and 
their adventure in both our newsletter and our website. GICCA plans to host an evening at 
the hall (TBD) where the travellers can share their story.  

o Deb also shared that we officially cut over from Wix to MailChimp for our newsletter 
distribution in February with very positive results! 



o Deb provided preliminary information about a Trivia Night event planned for Friday, 
April 13th - come if you dare! More information will be included in upcoming newsletters 
as well as on the website, via flyers, etc. 

 

● CERT 
o Guemes Connects helped sort through CERT storage container to weed out extra or unneeded 

equipment which can be donated to the Lions Club. 
o Juby Fouts has pallets of 2 ½ gallon food-grade plastic water storage containers. There are 

about 120 of these containers filled and stacked in the CERT shed. Barb will organize a work 
party to help fill the empty containers while the water table is still high. In addition, some 
empty containers can be distributed to islanders (should have 1 gallon of water per person per 
day available during an emergency). Since CERT is the beneficiary of this year’s Strawberry 
Social proceeds, this will be a good avenue to help get the word out about container 
availability. 

 

● Second Century Vision Committee (SCVC) 
o Rob reported that this effort is still moving forward in a positive manner. Tom Deach is taking 

the lead and putting in a lot of effort. 
 

TRUSTEE REPORTS  
 

● Rob  
o Rob reported that the back windows in the Hall were winterized and sealed.  
o Carol Pellett mentioned that she trimmed the bushes in front of the library because they were 

hiding the library’s “open” flag. A couple of higher branches that she couldn’t reach still need 
trimming. 

o Emma suggested that we schedule at least 3 Spring Cleanings in and around the Hall per year 
- gutters need cleaning, roof needs sweeping, etc. 

o Liz reported that another (smaller) San Juan Island she knows of  schedules 6 work parties per 
year for maintenance purposes. There is a potluck or breakfast and always a good turnout. 

o Kathleen Phillips suggested that additional Trustees could be voted onto the Board to help 
Rob with maintenance. 

o Carol Pellett reminded those present that we also have a volunteer list that we can reach out to 
for this purpose. 

o Barb noted that there are  some small dead trees and tree limbs that need trimming. She will 
get an estimate from a couple of tree companies before the next Board meeting. 

o Board would like to schedule a work party clean-up before our Spanish Guemes visitors arrive 
in late April. 

 
 



● Karen 
Karen provided an update on events that she presented last month 

o Game and music night – March 1  
This will be postponed to the Fall since Trivia Night is being planned for April 13 

o Foraging for edible and medicinal plants on Guemes Island – April 14 
A 2hr introduction to some of the wild plants growing on Guemes and their culinary and 
medicinal uses. Demonstration and sampling of recipes incorporating these plants and how to 
make teas, infusions and extracts for medicinal purposes. No cost; no limit in number of 
attendees. Karen mentioned she might want to show a slideshow as part of this workshop. Deb 
can help set this up. Carol Pellett mentioned there is a PC stored in the library for use with the 
overhead monitor. 

o Cheesemaking – June 2 
3hr workshop: A demonstration of how to make fresh cheeses such as chevre, queso fresco, 
ricotta and mozzarella. 

o Preserving the Harvest – Sept (TBD) 
There are other ways to preserve the Fall abundance besides pickling. Fermentation is an easy 
way to preserve foods that also has health benefits. This class would be a demonstration and 
sampling of recipes.  

o Sourdough bread making- Fall (TBD) 
A fun class that may incorporate ancient grains such as einkorn.  

 
● Loalynda 

o Loalynda reported that additional “Guemes Rocks” rock painting classes are scheduled for 
Feb 20, 21, and 22 at 6pm at her home studio 

o Postcards announcing the 2018 luminary workshops are posted at the ferry docks and on the 
myguemes.org website. She shared a number of new luminary designs she’s working on for 
this year’s workshops. 

o Some members from Anacortes High School are interested in participating in the Guemes 
events.  

 

PROJECT UPDATES – STAGE 

Carol Pellett asked if we have thought about hiring someone to finish the stage. Concerned about 
those who have donated money and want to see the stage finished so it can be used!!! Discussion 
ensued about the pros and cons of this option. Need to get momentum going on the stage again. Rob 
will contact Jep to discuss timing of next steps. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
● Fire Department CPR and First Aid - March 10 

            2-3 slots still available. See myguemes.org calendar for details 
● Bylaws update 

Need clarification on year-end transition timing for new board members. The 2017-1018 



transition was a little awkward because this was not explicitly clear. Barb will draft proposed 
changes and present at next GICCA public meeting. Proposed changes will also need to be posted 
at ferry docks, on website, etc. as specified in the Bylaws. 
 
Carol Pellett mentioned the Guemes Island Rocks bumper sticker for sale at the library. 25% of 
proceeds will be donated to the Ferry Trail project. 
  

 

Adjournment 
● Rob motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30. The motion was seconded by Loalynda. All 

approved. Meeting adjourned. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Strathman 

GICCA Secretary 


