
GICCA Meeting 

March 15, 2018, 7 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Barb Ohms at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Board Members present: Barb Ohms - President, Chris Skinner - Vice President, Liz Hartley – 

Treasurer, Deb Strathman - Secretary, and Karen Lamphere - Trustee.  

Absent: Rob Schroder, Loalynda Bird  

 

Recognitions & Acknowledgements 

Barb recognized the following individuals for sharing their time and talents with the community: 

• GIPOA for making the new Guemes Guide available (free) 
• Lisa Torcoletti for her diligence and reliability in keeping the Hall clean and for her 

flexibility to work around a very busy Hall booking schedule to do so! 

• Chris Skinner for the time and energy she put in to helping Loalynda prepare for the 

Luminary classes. 

Approval of Minutes 

Liz made a motion to approve the minutes from February 15, 2018. Karen seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. The minutes will be archived on the GICCA website: 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/ 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS 

• Treasurer’s Report 

Liz Hartley presented the following summary information to the Board and those in 

attendance.  

 

Income and Expenses for February 

• Total Income    $148.03 

• Total Expenses   $1020.91 

• Net      $-872.88     

 

Skagit Bank (end of Feb) 

• GICCA General Fund:   $32,037.88 

• GICCA Stage Fund:   $11,634.13 

• Savings Account:   $22,930.15  

TOTAL BANK ASSETS:  $$66,602.16  

 

Liz explored a few options for earning more interest on savings (CitiBank, CapitalOne, etc). 

There may be a potential to earn $500 or so per year in interest if we move our savings 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/


elsewhere. Other suggestions from attendees included BECU, Banner Bank, and Tesoro 

Credit Union. Liz will report her findings at next meeting. 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

• Groundfloor Guemes 

o Holly Green reminded attendees about the Earth Day Island Cleanup taking place on 

Guemes Island on Saturday, April 21 from noon to 3pm. The County will provide 

tongs and plastic collection bags. They will also haul away the trash and recycling 

collected in conjunction with this event. Holly also asked the County if they might 

be able to mow along the roads prior to cleanup day. More information about 

Guemes Island Earth Day activities can be found on the GICCA website, 

myguemes.org 

o 2 more Welcome Bags have been distributed to new islanders. The bags now include 

very nice, colorful pamphlets about noxious weeds as well as bee-friendly flower 

seeds. Holly will request more pamphlets to put in the library. Julie Pingree 

mentioned that Sally Stapp may also be able to provide local seeds for these bags. 

• GICCA Website/Newsletter 
• Deb reported that, a “Fun Factoids” spot has been added to the website homepage in 

advance of the upcoming April 13 Trivia Night to, perhaps, spark some additional 

interest in Trivia Night and to simply inject a little fun and levity to the site.  

• Deb continues to post updates on the myguemes.org website and in GICCA e-

newsletters about the travelers from Guemes, Spain and their exciting adventure to 

link places that share the “Guemes” name (Spain, Argentina, Mexico, and Guemes 

Island). The travelers will arrive here on April 22. 

• Deb reported that the Q4’17 AmazonSmile contribution was $68.65. A running total 

of AmazonSmile contributions can be found on the website: 

https://myguemes.org/amazon-smile/  

• CERT 
• Barb reported that CERT now has access to more detailed neighborhood maps from 

Skagit County Geographic Information Services (SCGIS). These maps will be used by 

CERT leaders. 

• Barb reminded attendees about the upcoming First Aid / CPR class being taught by 

Skagit County Emergency Medical Services and Guemes Island Fire Department. The 

class will be all day on Saturday, March 10. 

• Barb mentioned that CERT needs to order new pads (~$200) for the defibrillator 

machine in the Hall, based on the outcome of an inspection by the Fire Department.  

• Second Century Vision Committee (SCVC) 
• Barb reported that Tom Deach continues to put in a lot of effort and will have something 

to report in the next few months. 

 

myguemes.org
myguemes.org
https://myguemes.org/amazon-smile/


TRUSTEE REPORTS  

 

• Barb (on behalf of Rob)   
• Rob, Wendell Phillips, and Mark Ohms did a cursory analysis of the electrical outlets in 

the Hall. 5-6 outlets show “deficiencies” – nothing immediately hazardous but 

something that bears looking into. Karen Lamphere’s husband is a retired electrical 

inspector and is willing to consult with us. 

• A new motion-sensor fixture is needed in the Hall to prevent lights from flickering. 

• Discussion about pest control. Julie Pingree felt it is probably a good idea to keep Surety 

inspections once/month. If we used high-pitched devices or solar plug-ins, etc we might 

get away with every-other month. Need to talk with Lisa T first. 

• Clean-up day on 3/24, weather permitting, to tidy up the Hall/Church parking lots prior 

to Easter weekend. 

 

• Barb (on behalf of Loalynda) 

o Ongoing luminary workshops. Many creative, beautiful luminaries in progress! 

o Pre-Earth Day luminary parade. Discussion about potentially gathering at the Hall 

with hot chocolate and snacks prior to parade. Parade route to follow future Ferry 

Trail route from Hall to ferry dock (TBD). Holiday Hideaway annual meeting in 

Hall until 4pm that day. 

 

• Karen 

• Foraging for edible and medicinal plants on Guemes Island – April 14 
A 2hr introduction to some of the wild plants growing on Guemes and their culinary and 

medicinal uses. Demonstration and sampling of recipes incorporating these plants and 

how to make teas, infusions and extracts for medicinal purposes. Announcements will be 

posted on myguemes.org, GICCA newsletter, What’s Up Guemes? and the LineTime 

message board. Sign-up is required by sending email to myguemes@gmail.com 

 

PROJECT UPDATES – STAGE 

Once again, a suggestion was raised to hire someone to finish the stage so that the community 

can use the facility that they have donated money for over the course of many years. The Board 

would like to finish Phase I using island volunteers. Phase II will need firm bids and a budget 

before getting started. See Project Phasing document on website under the stage project. 

 

Discussion about a work party at the stage (uprights for drum wall, move electrical panel, etc), 

weather permitting. Barb or Rob will contact Todd Figgenshow and/or Jep Burdock to get 

organized. 

 

Islanders have commented on the haphazard array of large logs spread around the stage site. 

This makes the site look sloppy and uncared for. Holly will ask Kevin to see if they can use 

their tractor to move these logs to the side and out of the way. 

 

myguemes.org
https://myguemes.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Stage-Phasing-doc-4_20_17.pdf


OTHER BUSINESS 

• Bylaws update 
Barb reviewed the proposed changes to the Bylaws update to provide clarification on year-

end transition timing for new board members (Article VII. This proposal will be posted in 

the Hall and in the Library as well as on the website. Voting on this proposal will take place 

at the April GICCA public meeting. 

 

Adjournment 

• Chris motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30. The motion was seconded by Liz. All 

approved. Meeting adjourned. 
 


