
GICCA Meeting 

April 19, 2018, 7 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Barb Ohms at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Board Members present: Barb Ohms - President, Chris Skinner - Vice President, Deb Strathman - 

Secretary, Karen Lamphere. Rob Schroder, and Loalynda Bird - Trustees.  

Absent: Liz Hartley, Treasurer 

 

Recognitions & Acknowledgements 

Barb recognized the following individuals for sharing their time and talents with the community: 

• Mike Brown (Skagit Signal) for ensuring the GICCA website’s (myguemes.org) 

infrastructure is optimized and tuned for optimal performance and security and that it 

continues to work with the latest platform enhancements. 

• Angela McClean (Dad’s Diner) for providing eggs and Lisa Torcoletti for helping the 

Easter Bunny dye and hide eggs to make the Easter Egg Hunt a fun event for island 

children.  

• Eric Kankaala for planning, organizing, and leading the pattern making class. 

• Tim Alaniz (Karen Lamphere’s husband) for working on the electrical issues at the Hall. 

• And to the “mystery gardener” who trims the bushes, pulls weeds, and keeps the Church 

and Hall looking “spiffy” while keeping a low profile. 

Approval of Minutes 

Rob made a motion to approve the minutes from March 15, 2018. Chris seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. The minutes will be archived on the GICCA website: 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/ 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS 

• Treasurer’s Report 

Barb presented the following summary information (on behalf of Liz) to the Board and 

those in attendance.  

 

Skagit Bank (end of Mar) 

• GICCA General Fund:   $32,213.23 

• GICCA Stage Fund:   $11,635.09 

• Savings Account:   $22,938.73 

TOTAL BANK ASSETS:  $66,787.05 

 

We will hold off on moving savings funds to a different account. Liz discovered that the 

lower rates cited by several institutions were for personal (not business) accounts. 

 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/


Thea LaCross (certified QuickBooks consultant) has been helping Liz with reports, etc. She 

may be a good resource for future treasurer transitions. Thea will also assist us as we 

attempt to put together a GICCA budget. 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

• GICCA Website/Newsletter – Deb Strathman 
• Deb continues to post updates on the myguemes.org website and in GICCA e-

newsletters about the travelers from Guemes, Spain and their exciting adventure to 

link places that share the “Guemes” name (Spain, Argentina, Mexico, and Guemes 

Island). The travelers will arrive here on April 22. 

• Deb is working with Barb Ohms and Tom Deach to organize a schedule of activities 

that will immerse our guests in Guemes Island culture and history, introduce them to 

our island organizations, and allow islanders to get to know them and hear their 

story. GICCA is hosting an island-wide potluck at the Hall on Thursday, April 26 

where our guests will present a slide show about Guemes, Spain and Ernesto’s 

pilgrim shelter. 

• CERT – Barb Ohms 
• Barb reported that the proceeds from this year’s Father’s Day Strawberry Social will go 

to CERT.  

• Walt Seifreig is now a certified CERT trainer and may be offering a future CERT 

training class on Guemes (TBD). 

• Second Century Vision Committee (SCVC) – Barb Ohms 
• Barb reported that Tom Deach continues to put in a lot of effort, but the Committee is 

not yet ready to report on status (waiting mode). 
 

• Groundfloor Guemes – Edie Clark 

o Guemes Island celebrates Earth Day on Saturday, April 21. Tongs and bags for 

garbage and recycling will be provided by Skagit County and made available at 

Schoolhouse park from noon-3 for clean-up efforts. The County will haul away all 

collected items. 

o The Father’s Day Strawberry Social will focus on “Emergency Preparedness: this 

year. Proceeds will go to CERT, Karen Lamphere will play piano at the event. 

o Edie reminded those present about the poetry of Sam Green (Waldron Island) and 

Tony Curtis (Dublin, Ireland) on Mother’s Day Sunday, May 13th, at the Guemes 

Island Community Church, at 2:00 p.m. Refreshments provided. Everyone welcome. 

Piano classics and jazz by Karen Lamphere. Edie also mentioned that cookie 

donations are appreciated. 

 

TRUSTEE REPORTS  

 

file:///C:/Users/Debbie/Documents/GICCA/myguemes.org


• Rob 
• Rob, Mark Ohms, and John Strathman aligned and secured the parking bumpers 

between the Hall and the Church. The bumpers are now secured with lengths of re-bar 

which were pounded into the ground so drivers who pull their vehicles too far forward 

will no longer be able to mis-align/rearrange the bumpers. 

• Rob is planning to organize a stage workday in the next week or two. Barb will post on 

LineTime. 

 

• Karen 

o The Foraging class was a great success. 15 people attended. Requests to do it again. 

– maybe on a Saturday or Sunday? 

o The Cheese Making class will be Sunday, June 3. 

o Karen will schedule a Fermenting class in the Fall. 

 

• Loalynda 

o Luminary classes are underway – 1 for first-time attendees, 2 for returning attendees, 

3 children’s classes. Loalynda provided new designs and a new format for these 

classes. Attendees included some teenagers and some folks from Anacortes. 

o Loalynda thanked Barb Ohms for providing snacks for each class, Liz Hartley and 

Chris Skinner for helping with setup/cleanup, and Bea Cashetta and Bob Anderson 

for providing bamboo poles. 

o The luminary parade is April 21. It will be a bit longer this year. Musicians from last 

year will participate again this year. A band is scheduled afterwards at the Store.  

o Luminarians will also participate in the closing ceremony of FutureFest on Earth 

Day, Sunday, April 22. 

o Loalynda plans to schedule a final rock-painting class in the near future, after which 

rocks will be hidden around the island. 

 

PROJECT UPDATES – STAGE 

• Discussion about the scattered logs around stage that are blocking further work and making 

the area appear “sloppy.” Rob said he will put the forks on his tractor and move the logs the 

coming weekend. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Trivia Night, Friday, April 13 
o On-islanders and a few visitors braved the weather, the short ferry outage and the 

pall of Friday the 13th to share a fun evening of trivia at the Community Hall on 

Friday, April 13. Professional trivia host, Wren Schultz, challenged the audience 

with a wide variety of questions from music to geography. Gross proceeds came to 

around $600. Special thanks to the GICCA Board and to Emma Schroder for 

working hard to make this well-attended, super-fun, first-time event a great success! 

Participants requested an encore (TBD). 

• Bylaws update - The proposed Bylaws clarifications regarding tenure dates have been 

posted around the island and on myguemes.org for the required period of time. Loalynda 

myguemes.org


Bird made a motion to approve the changes. Karen Lamphere seconded the motion. The 

changes were approved unanimously. 

• Pavillion reservations – Sandy Warmouth has moved off the island. Barb suggested 

that Chris Skinner, GICCA Vice-President, be the new contact person for pavilion 

reservations.  

• Gutter cleaning – Barb/Rob will look into hiring Jeff Summers to clean out gutters. 

Adjournment 

• Chris motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30. The motion was seconded by Deb. All 

approved. Meeting adjourned.  


