
GICCA Meeting 

May 17, 2018, 7 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Barb Ohms at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Board Members present: Barb Ohms - President, Chris Skinner - Vice President, Deb Strathman - 

Secretary, Liz Hartley, Treasurer, Karen Lamphere. and Loalynda Bird - Trustees.  

Absent: Rob Schroder, Trustee 

 

Recognitions & Acknowledgements 

Barb recognized the following individuals for sharing their time and talents with the community: 

• John and Deb Strathman. John for cleaning out the gutters and removing the large branch 

on the roof at the Hall; Deb for taking the lead to organize the Spanish visitors’ schedule. 

• Karen Lamphere for providing music for Trivia Night and at the Afternoon of Poetry on 

Mothers’ Day. 

• Tim Alaniz (Karen Lamphere’s husband) for working on the electrical issues at the Hall. 

• Bill Clark for his help at the stage. 

• Loalynda Bird for her luminary classes and parade 

Approval of Minutes 

Chris made a motion to approve the minutes from April 19, 2018. Loaalynnda seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. The approved minutes will be archived on the GICCA website: 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/ 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS 

• Treasurer’s Report 

Liz presented the following summary information to the Board and those in attendance.  

 

Expenses: Mid-year taxes were paid in April. Otherwise, routine monthly expenses. 

Accountant did GICCA Federal taxes $550; 3 forms (990 & 2 others). Very detailed. May 

see if Thea LaCross can help us next year. 990 form – copies available, if interested (Carol 

Pellett requested copy). 

 

Skagit Bank (end of April) 

• GICCA General Fund:   $30,211.06 

• GICCA Stage Fund:   $11,558.04 

• Savings Account:   $22,938.73 

TOTAL BANK ASSETS:  $64,707.83 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

https://myguemes.org/minutes-and-agendas/


• GICCA Website/Newsletter – Deb Strathman 
• Deb reported on Newsletter statistics.  

▪ As of May, GICCA has published a monthly e-newsletter for a full year. The 

first 7 months we used the Wix (free) website and newsletter platform. 

Beginning in February 2018 we began using the Mailchimp (free) newsletter 

platform.  

▪ According to Mailchimp e-marketing statistics, the average ‘open’ rate for e-

newsletters from non-profit organizations is less than 25%; the GICCA e-

newsletter average ‘open’ rate for the 4 months we’ve been using Mailchimp 

(Feb-May) is greater than 60% - VERY high based on industry averages.  

▪ We also see a high percentage of click-throughs back to our website from the 

newsletter. In May, the highest click-through was to “A Very Guemes 

Adventure” article about our Guemes, Spain visitors. Another “frequently 

clicked” link from month to month is the “Meet Your Neighbor” feature. 

▪ Newsletter subscriptions continue to increase each month.  

▪ All of the above demonstrate a very healthy (and growing) acceptance and 

engagement from the community through our website and monthly e-

newsletter.  

▪ We are very pleased with the connection and enrichment we can offer the 

community using these 2 tools. We have never had a platform of our very own 

that enabled us to deliver so much content to so many. Once again, thanks to 

Mike Brown (Skagit Signal) for the deep technical support for our WordPress 

website. 

• CERT – Barb Ohms 
• Barb reported that the proceeds from this year’s Father’s Day Strawberry Social will go 

to CERT. The Historical Society will display photos of past storms. 

• Walt Siegfert and Darla Gay Smith (certified CERT trainers) will be available to answer 

questions, etc. 

• Rick Wallace (CERT trainer) will be offering a CERT training class on Guemes 

beginning Sunday, Sept 23 from 12:15-3:15 for 6 weeks. 

• On May 24 from 10am-noon we will be filling and storing food-grade water bottles with 

water for emergency needs. Juby Fouts has ~300 2.5 gallon bottles. We will store as 

many as CERT has room for and give the rest away to community members on a first-

come-first-serve basis. 

• Second Century Vision Committee (SCVC) – Barb Ohms 
• Barb reported that some exciting developments are coming together. Should be able to 

share at next GICCA public meeting in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Groundfloor Guemes – Edie Clark 

o 2 more welcome bags given – 1 by Bev James and 1 by Carol Pellett. Next sewing 

day for bags is June 11 at 1pm at Edie’s house. 

o Island Cleanup Day (4/21)  

▪ 30 participants (young & old, including 1st-time participants) 

▪ Filled a pickup bed (overflowing) with trash and re-cycling for Skagit County 

to pick up. 

o Azure Standard (organic food company). 

▪ Order placed once/month 

▪ Catalog in the Library 

▪ Azurestandard.com (can also link from myguemes.org ‘Projects’ page) 

o Fathers’ Day Strawberry Social 

▪ Carol Steffy created fantastic poster (may become standard for future 

strawberry socials) 

 

TRUSTEE REPORTS  

 

• Barb (for Rob) 
o Need to schedule a Hall clean-up prior to wedding rehearsal dinner on August 17. 

Would like to get the deck boards repaired, washed, and re-painted, if possible. 

o Precision Tree has not responded to phone calls regarding tree-trimming around hall. 

Olson Tree bid was too high. Rob thinks he can get small limbs (dead branches) 

trimmed with a pole-saw. 

• Karen 

o The Cheese Making class will be Sunday, June 3. Sign-ups are coming in. Maximum 

class size: 20. 

 

• Loalynda 

o 150 rocks ready to hide 

o Luminary parade ~3 times larger than last year. $250 for musicians ($100 less than 

last year because we didn’t buy them dinner prior to parade). Broke even on luminary 

classes. Thanks to Barb and Chris for their support with the classes and to Shawn 

(videographer). 

 

PROJECT UPDATES – STAGE 

• (Barb on behalf of Rob) Uprights for the drum wall are in place. Can now lay 3 more rows of 

decking. Rest of decking can be laid after electrical box is moved. Need to get more fill dirt, 

get rid of hoop-houses, and do grading to complete Phase 1. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
• It was suggested that GICCA re-hang the “I        myguemes.org” banner since there are many 

new residents who may not be familiar with island information sources. 



• Carol Pellett reminded everyone about the wonderful story telling of Margaret Read 

McDonald who will be sharing her folk tales on May 26 from 2-4pm at the Community 

Center. Cookie donations are welcome. 

• Memorial Day, May 28 

 

Other Business 

• Deb expressed a huge thank you to Barb Ohms, Tom Deach, and Ian Woofenden, 

specifically, for their help in providing housing (Ian) and working with other island 

organizations to help create a fun and informative schedule of activities for our guests from 

Guemes, Spain. Ernesto and team experienced Guemes Island by land, by sea, and by air 

(literally)!  

Several other islanders hosted events or provided food, translation, transportation, music, etc. 

Many more participated in one or more of these activities. A sincere thanks to everyone for 

the fantastic enthusiasm and engagement – a truly awesome community effort! To quote an 

islander about this event, “I’ve never been so proud to be from Guemes Island.” 

• Barb reminded attendees of upcoming island events through May - and also June, July, and 

August since there are no GICCA public meetings during the summer months. The next 

GICCA public meeting is September 20 at 7 p.m. 

 

Adjournment 

• Chris motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30. The motion was seconded by Deb. All 

approved. Meeting adjourned.  


