
Update on 2019 Election 

The election for the one expiring term on the Guemes Island Ferry Committee (GIFC) began 
with the nomination of two candidates, John Hopkins and Steve Orsini, at the GIFC’s Annual 
Meeting on February 10, 2019.  Registered voters in the Guemes precinct are entitled to vote in 
the election. 

The GIFC contracted with a company to distribute the ballots by mail and provided it with a list 
of eligible voters obtained from the Skagit County Auditor.  The ballots were to be mailed on 
March 1, 2019. 

By March 13 less than ten ballots had been returned.  After investigating, the GIFC concluded 
that for reasons it could not pin down, the mailout of the ballots failed.  

Consequently, the GIFC has determined to undertake a second ballot mailing and to invalidate 
any ballots that may come in from the first mailing.  The ballots from the first printing used white 
paper.  The second round was done on green paper to clearly indicate that the ballot is from the 
second printing    

The new ballots were delivered to the United States Postal Service today, March 15, 
2019. These green ballots are now the only valid ballots for this election.  Any voter who 
received and voted using the original white paper ballot must vote again using the green ballot 
to have their vote count.  The committee has concluded that this is the best process available 
given the situation. 

New deadlines have been set for returning ballots in the election.  Mailed ballots must be 
postmarked on or before March 30, 2019.  Ballots may be cast in person by using the 
official ballot box at the Guemes Island Library before March 31, 2019.  Note: in person 
voters are asked to  please use the ballot box provided inside the library during library hours, 
and to not use the book return bin as a substitute. 

The committee looks forward to your participation, and thanks you for your patience and for 
taking the time to vote. 

Sincerely, 
Guemes Island Ferry Committee


