
Draft Minutes for the July 1, 2019 Meeting 

Of the Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee 

Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.  Present were board members Hal Rooks, Michael 

Brown, Edith Walden, Steve Orsini, and Allen Bush.  Absent were Patty Rose and Nancy Fox.  

Also present were Phyllis Bravinder, Marianne Kooiman, Bud Ullman, Barb Ohms, and Michael 

Gray. 

Treasurers report – Roz Glasser bequest fund $ 9,708.93.  Checking account $2,794.65. 

Public comment - Bud Ullman spoke for 5 minutes on the BERK Consulting work on the new 

ferry and their solicitation of comments from the Guemes community.  He wondered since 

BERK referenced Guemes Island Subarea Plan in their opening scope of work, whether GIPAC 

wanted to weigh in on it.  The community meeting is on Wed July 17th at 6:00pm at the hall. 

New business – A discussion was held concerning the code covering vegetation removal on 

steep unstable slopes.  It was mentioned that homeowners are removing trees and shrubs 

contrary to the code, and they may or may not know what the rules are.  The board reaffirmed 

its support of the enforcement of this particular code and will work towards getting the county to 

enforce it on the island. 

Variance review - Nancy and Edith gathered data on the number of variances the county 

reviewed and granted since 2016.  They are as follows: 

2016:   2 requests/approved 

2017:   4 requests/approved 

2018:   2 requests/approved 

2019:   4 requests to date/3 approved 

Additional data work will be necessary so that the board will have an accurate picture as to the 

scope and nature of variance request and approvals. 

Topic for the annual meeting - it was decided that the topic for the annual meeting will be Critical 

Areas, what are they, where they occur on the island, and how the code impacts the 

homeowner. 

Peach Preserve update – the plants have been struggling because of a lack of water, but some 

volunteers are helping to bring in buckets of water to keep them going and the recent rains have 

helped. 

USGS aquifer update - Hal reported that Jordan Kronen, Legislator Assistant to Senator Liz 

Lovelett, is engaging the WA Dept. of Ecology to help find funding for the project.  Hal will 

continue to update us on this effort. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm. 


