
Draft Minutes for the August 5, 2019 meeting 

Of the Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee 

 

Meeting was called to order by Hal Rooks at 6:35pm.  Present were board members Michael 

Brown, Hal Rooks, Nancy Fox, Patty Rose, Allen Bush, Steve Orsini , Edith Walden and board 

emeritus Gary Curtis.  Also present were Barb Ohms, Phyllis Bravinder, Marianne Kooiman, 

Michael Gray and Joyce Fleming. 

The draft minutes for the July regular and special meetings were approved. 

The draft agenda was approved. 

Treasurer’s report - Checking account balance is $2,794.25.  Roz Glasser bequest balance is 

$9,711.35. 

Public Comment – Hal raised the issue of how the board can best use this time.  It was decided 

to keep the 5 minute limit per person, with no discussion.  If agreed upon by the Board, the topic 

could be added to the agenda of a future meeting. 

New Business: 

The next meeting was moved from September 2, 2019 to September 9, 2019 because of 

the Labor Day holiday weekend.  It was also moved to Michael Brown’s house at 4366 Clark 

Point Rd because another committee will be using the Church meeting space on the 9th.  As 

always, the public is invited to attend.  

Hal outlined how the Sept 10 testimony on our two code amendments with the Planning 

Commission is going to proceed.  The meeting should begin at 6:00 PM and 45 minutes per 

amendment will be allocated to GIPAC is present our arguments.  The meeting will be at the 

Commissioner's Hearing Room at 1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon. Hal has told the 

Planning Department that Guemians will need to leave the hearing by 7:45 to be able to catch 

the last ferry back to Guemes.   

Variance Review – Edith and Nancy have compiled a list of the last 2 ½ years of variances 
granted on the island.  They are only missing the beginning of 2016. Hal and Edith will talk with 
PDS Director Hal Hart about this project, with the goal of gaining his support for it.  

Date of Annual Meeting: We agreed to move the date of the Annual Meeting to Sunday, 

November 17 because of a conflict on the 10th.   

Speaker(s) for the Annual Meeting – The topic of our special presentation this year will 
"Guemes as a Critical Area."  The Critical Areas Ordinance (SCC 14.24) provides the strongest 
provisions in County code relating to groundwater protection.  All of Guemes Island is a 'critical 
area' by virtue of its designation as both an aquifer recharge area and as a seawater intrusion 
area. Edith is working to line up Emily Derenne, who works in Natural Resources in the County's 



Public Works Dept, and Lea Forbes from the Planning Department as our speakers.  In addition 
to Leah's presentation about critical areas, Emily will review 'the beaver project' on Guemes. 

Funding for the USGS project – Hal brought the committee up to date on securing funding for 

the study. 

Water conservation signs for the ferry landings – Steve is gathering information on costs 

and option and will report at our next meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Michael Brown 
Secretary 


