
Kathy Whitman Nomination Statement 

 

Retired from Seattle Parks and Recreation.  

• Most recent position was as Aquatic Manager overseeing, pools, beaches, 

boat ramps, etc.  Work included budget, operation, maintenance and 

capital improvements. I developed cash handling procedures to meet State 

Auditor requirements and had the Department wide lead on customer 

service training. In this job, I was proud of the safety record and making 

“learn to swim” a priority for every child in Seattle, with free or low-cost 

programs as well as establishing a new scholarship fund to keep lessons 

affordable for all.  

• Past positions included Event Scheduling Manager which included 

establishing systems, pricing, policies, contracts and risk management for 

use of outdoor and indoor spaces for weddings, picnics, parties and 

community events.  

 

Education: Two degrees from UW in Art and in Recreation. Continued education 

in financial management, art skills, diversity, risk management, organization.  

 

Volunteer service: I hope to use a variety of skills to help GICCA. Some examples 

of my skills that relate to GICCA include past or present Board of Directors for 

Northwest Art Alliance, US Rowing; teaching art for Seattle Parks and Recreation.  

I have a background in grant award review, grant writing, fund raising and 

creative marketing.  

 

I first came to Guemes in 1973 when one sister and I purchased a tiny cabin in 

Holiday Hideaway. My two kids and husband loved the shared cabin with many 

hours on the beach. After my husband died, I had to develop a new plan for my 

life and made the choice to make this my home where I could enjoy outside 

activities and art as part of a smaller community. I moved to the island full time in 

2018. Both of my sisters now have homes/cabins on the island.  

 

The impactful value of a community gathering place is what motivates me to 

become more involved with GICCA. This is an opportunity to use my skills to listen 

to the community and find ways to connect with citizens. Since retirement, I have 

been able to participate in more Guemes activities including the 2018 Talent 

Show, planning team for the 2019 Black and White Gala, parades, island clean-up, 

and Peach Preserve maintenance.  


