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Draft Minutes for October 7, 2019 Meeting of  

Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee 

 

Meeting was called to order by Hal Rooks.  Present were Hal Rooks, Michael Brown, Allen 

Bush, Edith Walden, Patty Rose, and on speaker phone Nancy Fox, and board emeritus Gary 

Curtis.   Steve Orsini was absent.  Also present were Joyce Fleming, Barb Ohms, Jep Burdock, 

Marianne Kooiman, and Bobbie Spaeth. 

The minutes from the September meeting were approved by voice vote. 

The draft agenda was approved by voice vote. 

Treasure’s report – There is $2,794.25 in the checking account, and $9,713.80 in the Roz 

Glasser bequest account. 

Public Comment – Barb Ohms mentioned that the GICCA (Guemes Island Community Center 

Association) website will do a feature article on the different organizations that have stewards.  

That would include the Skagit Land Trust, San Juan Island Land Trust, the Guemes Mountain 

and Peach Preserve notably. 

There will be a Skagit Land Trust work party on October 12th to work on Guemes Mountain, and 

a meeting from 1:30 – 3:00 pm for the public to learn more about the trust’s work here on 

Guemes. 

Jep Burdock raised concerns about the growing Airbnb and VRBO housing on the island and its 

impact on the ferry wait times, water resources, etc.  A discussion ensued about what, if any, 

role GIPAC might have on this issue, especially in light of our significant work load on protecting 

Guemes groundwater.  Hal mentioned that Howard Pellet had also expressed interest/concern 

about the impact of short term rentals on the island and that he (Hal) had spoken with the 

Anacortes Planning Director about how Anacortes planned to deal with them.  The Anacortes 

Planning Director suggested looking at the Bellingham code, which is more developed than 

Anacortes', as a possible model.   We agreed to look at this issue next year. 

New Business 

Fundraising for the hydrogeological study – Michael and Edith updated the board on their 

progress so far.  A goal of obtaining $10,000 in pledges before the annual meeting was put 

forth, and they felt it was well on its way of being met.  A mailbox will be installed at the 

community center to receive those pledges.  A total goal of $25,000 was agreed to by the board. 

Groundfloor Guemes would like GIPAC to be next year’s recipient of their annual donation.  It 

was agreed that we would accept it and have someone there at the Strawberry Social fundraiser 

to staff a table to explain what we do. 
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Hal Rooks stated that tonight was the last day for nominations for board election at the annual 

meeting next month.  Currently Michael Brown and Nancy Fox are nominated to run again for 

another 3 year term. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on November 17th at the community hall and will run from 2-

4pm.  Leah Forbes will discuss what a critical area is and how protecting them helps the island. 

Emily Durenne will discuss the beaver study. 

Code Amendments – Hal Rooks hopes to know by early November the status of our efforts. 

Peach Preserve – Patty Rose told the meeting that there will be a native plant sale on October 

19th from 10-12 at the WSU extension center garden and that it is hoped that GIPAC can 

procure a large amount of plant product to continue the plantings at the preserve. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.  


