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GICCA Meeting 
11/21/2019 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Due to the number of attendees, the names of those in attendance are at the end of these minutes. 

Monthly Recognitions and Appreciations 

• The fitness instructors for the income they generate 

o Lisa McCloud (Zumba) - $486 

o Karen Hancock (DIY Zumba) – $65 

o Suzi Gwost (yoga) - $125 

o Sarah Sibley (DIY yoga) - $63 

o Kelsey Teel for yoga earlier in the year 

• Rick Norrie for his leadership as the Project Manager on the Stage Project and bringing 

community members back to the project. 

o Tom Fouts and John Strathman – tireless workers. 

o Jep Burdock – timberframe building expertise. 

o Jerry Bosworth – a licensed electrician helping with electrical work. 

• Devon LeBoutillier – put on a fantastic Trunk or Treat event! 

• Deb Strathman – for making the website and newsletter possible and for continually agreeing to 

help. 

• Black & White Dinner Crew 

o Thanks to Mickey McEachern and Michael Brown for cooking and donating wine. 

o The whole crew did an amazing job! 

o Karen Lamphere for setting the mood with her piano music. 

o Thanks to those who donated to the silent auction – we got 17 items. 

• Thanks to our outgoing board members – Liz Hartley and Chris Skinner – for their years of 

service and dedication. 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Banner Bank 

General Checking $36,652.47 

Savings $22,964.76 

Total $59,617.23 

Stage Account $4057.02 

Dedicated Accounts within the Quickbooks General Checking Account 

Website $315 

Children’s Programs $50 

Groundfloor Guemes $90 

CERT $1240.04 

Meals $95.89 

Playground $1127.73 
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President’s Report 

The Guemes Island Community Center Association (GICCA) board is closing out the decade with another 

busy year at the Community Hall and great progress at the GICCA Stage. The Hall has opened its doors to 

a variety of events and activities. Following is a review of our work in 2019 with a reminder of upcoming 

events for the remainder of November and December. 

In January the returning GICCA Board welcomed, Carol Deach, new to the Board but a native Guemes 

Islander. Carol's focus as a Board Trustee is children's activities and events. Libby Boucher also joined us 

to serve as the new GICCA Secretary. The Hall was rented by islanders for three private parties. A Ferry 

Public Forum brought islanders together for the latest ferry news. 

In February the Guemes Island Ferry Committee had their Annual Meeting in the Hall. Another private 

party rented the Hall for their celebration. 

March saw the return of the popular Luminary classes in the Hall that were welcomed by our residents 

during the ferry haul out period. Two more private parties rented the Hall. The 2nd Annual Trivia Night 

brought on-and-off islanders together for a fun and challenging evening of trivia. The event was a 

fundraiser for GICCA. 

April saw the continuation of the Luminary Classes leading up to the Luminary Parade on April 27. The 

NW Tulip Trekers convened at GICCA's Murray Read Pavilion during their outing on Guemes during the 

Tulip Fesitval. The Ferry Committee had their much anticipated ballot counting in the Hall. The members 

of the Holiday Hideaway Association met for their Annual Meeting in our facility. Rosie Cayou continued 

her tradition of teaching the method of cooking fry bread to the delight of a crowd of islanders. Devon 

LeBoutillier brought some fresh new ideas to the long running Guemes Kids' Easter Egg Hunt at the 

Pavilion and Park. That park facility also hosted the Annual Spring Island Clean Up organized by 

Groundfloor Guemes. The busy month culminated with the Annual Luminary Parade organized by Board 

Trustee, Loalynda Bird. 

In May the Hall opened it's doors for the popular American Fingerstyle Guitar Concert, this year 

promoted by The 4 Chicks group of Cheryl Mansley, Libby Boucher, Lorrie Steele and Sue Gwost. At the 

May GICCA meeting we introduced Rick Norrie, our new project manager for the GICCA Stage Project. 

Rick has gathered a dedicated crew and they are making great progress. 

GICCA does not meet for public meetings during June, July and August but activities and events 

continue. The community came together at the Hall to celebrate the life of Ria Foster who started Island 

International Artists. GIPOA met at the Hall in June for their Annual Meeting and presented the Citizens 

of the Year Award to Bill and Edie Clark. The Clarks dedicate many volunteer hours to the Guemes 

community. At the Guemes Island Ferry Committee Quarterly Meeting at the Hall islanders met John 

Hopkins, the newest Ferry Committee member and heard the latest ferry news. Families filled the Hall 

on Father's Day for the annual Strawberry Sundae Social. This year the proceeds went to the Guemes 

Island Environmental Trust. Two more private events rounded out the busy month at the Hall. 

In July, GICCA sponsored the July 4th Hot Dog Picnic at the Pavilion and in Schoolhouse Park. Many 

volunteers pitched in to make this popular event a success. More ferry news came our way at the Ferry 

Operations Community Meeting at the Hall. The month ended with another private party by an island 

resident and a Celebration of Life for Jim Morrison. Jim was a long time supporter of the Community 

Center Association. 
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In August the Hall opened its doors for the Summer Chamber Music Concert. Karie Prescott brings her 

talent and that of fellow professional musicians to these concerts twice each year. A wedding was 

celebrated in the Hall by the daughter of an islander who came back to her family home for her big day. 

The Hall's tables and chairs, BBQs and tents get a lot of use and in August they were transported to the 

Pavilion and Park for the GIHS Annual Dog Show. GIPOA sponsored the Fall Festival in the Hall at the end 

of the month.  

In September, the 4 Chicks brought another fabulous concert to Guemes, the Gothard Sisters. The Hall 

was nearly filled to capacity. GICCA's monthly meetings resumed and more progress was reported at the 

GICCA Stage. Nominations were opened to other island organizations to fill two upcoming board 

vacancies on the 2020 Board 

The Hall tables, chairs and tents were again loaned out in October for the wedding of a past board 

member. Another quarter rolled around and the GIFC held their Quarterly Meeting at the Hall. The 

Skagit Land Trust ended a day of community activities with a Community Meeting at the Hall. At the 

November GICCA meeting nominations were opened to the membership and Mary Hale, Kathy 

Whitman and Aaron Peterson were nominated for the two open positions. GICCA had a successful 

fundraising event, the Black and White Dinner and Silent Auction. The Hall was beautifully decorated 

and filled with enthusiastic attendees who enjoyed a gourmet meal cooked by Micky McEachern and 

crew and music by past board member, Karen Lamphere. A crew of island young people served and 

bused tables. It took many volunteers and months of planning make this event a success. The Hall was 

able to provide a space for family and friends to gather for another private memorial celebration. On 

Halloween Devon LeBoutillier organized the 2nd Trunk or Treat event in the Hall parking lot. This is a 

growing and popular event. 

In November, GIST, Guemes Immigrant Support Team, worked in tandem with the Guemes Church and a 

team of volunteers to sponsor the Fiesta de los Amigos Fundraising Dinner at the Hall. It was a huge 

success thanks to the generosity of many on-and-off islanders. Several hundred pairs of wool socks were 

also donated for Skagit Valley field workers. Another islander had a private celebration and left the Hall 

ready for the GIPAC Annual Meeting the next day. At this writing, The GICCA Annual Meeting and 

Election is scheduled at the Hall. The month will end with a private family event on Thanksgiving, the 

popular Holiday Bazaar organized by the GIHS, a private invitation only music event and a public Fiddle 

Jam.  

In December, the 2020 GICCA Board will meet in private session to organize for the coming year. The 

Hall continues to provide a meeting place for our island organizations. The Library will have a workshop 

on their new Digital Access Program for eBooks and audiobooks. The "All Hands" Annual Holiday Dinner 

celebrates the season and the community spirit that makes Guemes the special place that we all love. All 

of the island organizations come together to make this event happen. There is no charge for this holiday 

meal of turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy provided by the Church. An impressive array of potluck 

dishes always round out the meal. Don't put away that holiday sweater as the Winter Chamber Music 

Concert on Dec 29 is the last event in the Hall for 2019. 

This busy year will end with some much-needed maintenance at the Hall over New Years Day. We are all 

grateful for this community that provides financial support and countless hours of volunteer time to 

maintain the Associations properties so they are available to all. 
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Subcommittee Reports 

Groundfloor Guemes – Holly Green reported that 25 people came to the bus training workshop let by 

Susan Libby.  Susan will arrange for a personal trip for anyone needing it.   

Website/Newsletter – we will send out a combo December/January newsletter in December and will 

return to our regular monthly communication in February. 

Scott Parker inquired about a planned USGS Survey – how will it be done and how intrusive is the 

method.  Edith Walden said it’s a GIPAC Project and 80 wells will be looked at. 

CERT – Not Much to report. Barb has a meeting next week with Skagit County and Fidalgo Island to help 

CERT groups better coordinate efforts. 

SCVC – Reps from island organizations are on the committee – Barb Ohms for CERT, Rob Schroder for 

GICCA, Carol Pellett for the library.  They are studying future needs for all groups using the Hall and 

potential Hall expansion.  Possibly doubling the size of the library, increase the shelter capacity for 

emergencies (the Red Cross says that only 40 people can be housed there now), and a permanent 

museum for the Historical Society. 

Trustee Reports 

Carol Deach – she’s usually in Jamaica teaching kids in October, but she was here this year and was 

amazed at the Trunk or Treat.  It was decorated beautifully and provided a safe place for the kids and 

parents to visit. 

The Holiday Dinner is coming.  There will be all sorts of fun!  Food! And Santa will be there with gifts for 

the kids!  Please come!  Will there be an ugly sweater competition? 

Loalynda – Next year’s Luminary Parade will be on 4/18/2020.  There will be luminary classes in March 

and April.  In December she is teaching luminaries at Fiddlehead Montessori school.  Some will 

participate in the Mt. Vernon Luminate for Mental Health Support parade which will be along the Skagit 

River and will include the Brasscadia Band.  There is a video for new class attendees.  Loalynda will be 

teaching a kids’ class to learn how to recycle/repurpose plastic containers.  Thanks to those who 

donated the containers that grape tomatoes come in, but she will now be using 2 liter bottles.  She 

asked for a rousing round of applause for Barb Ohms! 

Rob – The biggest upcoming maintenance project will be the refinishing of the Hall floor December 31st-

January 2nd.  

Stage Report  

Pictures of the stage progress speaks volumes.  The average age of the men working on a consistent 

basis is approximately 70!  They move slow but good banter and laughs are aplenty! Barb Ohms and 

Libby Boucher (we won’t say their average age) had great fun peeling logs.  Rick stated that he applauds 

everyone who comes down to help.  The lifting of the main beam meant so much to the community.  

We were initially concerned because of the damage and rot but were able to use the showcase log.  Rick 

calls Jep Burdock “The Wizard.”  With his expertise the front beam is up.  Darrington’s mayor’s mother 

donated the timber for the back beam.  The outside verticals are next, then the purlins.  Labor and 

Industries visited the site and educated the team.  Rick would like to thank whoever called L&I because 

it was a safety issue and we want to be safe.  It cost $1500 to get a certified truck and operator.  He got 

it done and nobody got hurt.  The stage won’t be done by the end of the year, but we’re coming along 
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very well.  Lots of community members came to watch and cheer on the lifting of the main beam.  

Community drives us, so THANK YOU!  Somebody asked if we got a citation from L&I – no, we did not.  

An inspection was done, the truck was running but not lifting at the time.  We stopped work and 

removed the boom truck.  L&I gave a general violation, which we have to post for 3 days at the stage.  It 

was an administrative violation, not a safety violation.  John Strathman mentioned the electrical work 

that has been done.  Jerry Bosworth is volunteering to help with these needs.  Scott Parker asked about 

the voltage.  Rick said we plan to use LED fixtures. 

Report on Events at GICCA properties for October 17th - November 21st:   

At the Hall: 

GICCA Black & White Dinner & Silent Auction – Oct 19       

GICCA Trunk or Treat in the north parking lot – Oct 31    

Ferry Operations Public Forum – Nov 7    

Fiesta de los Amigos, Fundraising Dinner, Guemes Immigrant Support Team – Nov 9    

Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC) Annual Meeting – Nov 17    

1 private memorial for an island resident    

1 private birthday party for an island resident    

Ongoing Zumba and Yoga classes on Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri. 

Upcoming Events at the Hall and on the Island November 21 to January 16, 2020: 

At the Hall:    

Holiday Bazaar – Nov 30, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.    

All Hands Holiday Dinner – Dec 14, 5 to 8 p.m.    

1 private event – Nov 28    

1 private concert – Nov 30    

Public Fiddle Jam – Sunday, Dec 1, 1 to 4 p.m.    

Library Digital Access Training – Dec 6, 6-8:00 p.m.    

Winter Chamber Music Concert – Dec 29, 3:30 to 5 p.m.   

On the Island:    

Historical Society Christmas Program – Dec 9, 7-8:00 p.m. at the Church   

Quilters, Knitters, Crocheters meet weekly at the Church – Wednesdays 10:00 am    

Gathering Lunch continues on Thursdays, 11:30 to 12:15 at the Church through Dec 12. Resumes Jan 9  

Drum Circle continues every Thursday, 7:00 p.m. at the Church    

Christmas Eve Service at the Church – Dec 24, check the Events Calendar for details and time 

Voting 

The doors opened at 6:15 for voting to begin.  Four people handled sign-ins:  Vicki Hallingstad, Connie 

Snell, Carol Deach, and Phyllis Bravinder.  Reva Dugan was the overseer and election judge.  Voting 

ended at 8:00.  The meeting recessed at this time to wait for the votes to be counted.  The ballot box 

was moved to the east side of the room.  Reva Dugan certified that the ballot box was empty and 

watched while Connie Snell and Vicki Hallingstad tallied the votes.  Barb Ohms announced the final tally 

at 8:40.   

• 154 people signed in. 

• 154 ballots were counted. 

• Kathy Whitman received 122 votes. 
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• Aaron Peterson received 62 votes. 

• Mary Hale received 114 votes. 

• Kathy and Mary are the 2 new board members. 

New Business 

Phyllis Bravinder suggested a slide show at next year’s annual meeting with pictures and a timeline of 

events over the year. 

The next meeting is January 16, 2020. 

Chris Skinner made a motion to adjourn, Liz Hartley seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.   

Those in attendance were: 

William McWatters 

Jaime Diamond 

Darla Gay Smith 

Kushina Diamond 

Gary Curtis 

Holly Green 

Angela McLean 

Juby Fouts 

Kurt McCloud 

Isaac Gladish 

Howard Pellett 

Lorraine Francis 

Barbara Schnabel 

Kathy Whitman 

Mike Beelner 

Micky McEachern 

Michael Brown 

Dianne Neilson 

Don Passarelli 

Jennifer Swift 

Gerry Francis 

Constance Snell 

Carol Deach 

Doug Neilson 

Karen Everett 

Loalynda Bird 

Maureen Campbell-Hess 

Dean Hegg 

Mark Ohms 

Marianne Kooiman 

Connie Cantrel 

Morna McEachern 

Terry Ebersole 

Julie Hopkins 

Randy Rinehart 

Susan Gwost 

Jim LeMiex 

Bill Clark 

Constance Mayer 

Tyler Clausen 

Emma Schroder 

Phyllis Woolworth 

Deb Strathman 

Bea Cashetta 

Lynne Myall 

Anne Casperson 

Sandy McKean 

Larry Pyke 

Karen Lamphere 

Jenny Stapp 

Mary Lascelles 

Mark Lascelles 

Tonia Schmokel 

Barb Ohms 

Chris Skinner 

Sukki Herman 

Lynn Prewitt 

Karen Hancock 

Tom Fouts 

Michael Grennell 

Susan Rooks 

Sharon Schlittenhard 

Michael Gray 

Carol Pellett 

Gary Davis 

Tom Godwin 

Pat Harrigan 

Jacquie Prescott 

Julie Pingree 

Renee Norrie 

Erica Raynor 

Jeff Hale 

Mary Hale 

Liz Hartley 

James Dugan 

William Chamberlain 

Gail Nicolls 

Carol Steffy 

Jep Burdock 

Walter Groninger 

Kevin Green 

Amanda Snelson 

Ryan Everett 

Paula Peterson 

Silas Banning 

Hal Rooks 

Mike Young 

Joanne Gray 

Sharon Hughlitt 

Rebecca Ullman 

Bud Ullman 

Daniel Burnett 

Marietta Harrigan 

Daniel Gwost 

Robery Prescott 

John Strathman 

Max Boucher 

Jessica Snelson 

Ron Knowles 

Cathy Schoenberg 

Lisa Torcoletti 

Deb Bear 

Kathy McKean 

Carol Joy 

Tom Deach 

Tim Alaniz 

Les Eelkema 

Gabriel Murphy 

Penny Hewitt 

Sue O'Donnell 

Mike Gwost 

David Gunning 

Lu LeMieux 

Lars Christensen 

Ann Magnano  

Vicki Hallingstad 

Stephanie Woolworth 

Tim Hanby 

Andy Larsen 

Joseph Ogle 

Dennis Padovan 

Edith Walden 

Grant Brockmeyer 

Joyce Fleming 

Sandy Lane 

Bruce Rooney 

Pauline Couch 

Lisa McCloud 

Marilyn Barcott 

Gail LeBoutillier 

Devon LeBoutilier 

Cheryl Mansley 

Samantha Legowik 

Rick Mansley 

Randy Schnabel 

Rick Norrie 

Anne Passarelli 

Dyvon Havens 

Tom Hancock 

Reva Dugan 

Scott Parker 

Chantell Pelletier 

Phyllis Bravinder 

Edie Clark 

Anya Mayo 

Arlo Rumpff 

Jackson Pins 

Susan Rombeek 

Bonita Smith 

Jerry Frelix 

Sheri Body (sp) 

Jacki Mayo 

Robert Seltzer 

Chelsen Hendrix (sp) 

 


