
Draft Minutes for 2019 Annual Meeting 

Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee 

November 17, 2019 

 

Hal Rooks opened the meeting at 2:05pm.  Board members present were Hal Rooks, Michael 

Brown, Edith Walden, Allen Bush, Steve Orsini, Patty Rose and Gary Curtis, board emeritus.  A 

total of 54 people signed in to the meeting, thereby becoming members of GIPAC for 2020. 

Hal Rooks gave the annual report of GIPAC’s efforts in 2019.  Some of the highlights: 

• Work on two code amendments concerning rain water catchment and new well 

notifications.  Through concerted efforts by GIPAC, these two code amendments are 

slowly working their way through Skagit county processes, with the hope that they will be 

codified in 2020.   

• USGS Aquifer Recharge Study – GIPAC has been working on getting this study funded, 

either though state or government sources.  GIPAC must come up with$ 80,000, and 

has kicked off a fundraising effort to provide pledges for $25,000 toward this goal if it 

cannot find all of the monies from government entities.  This study will be an update of 

the 1994 USGS study which helped the island be designated as having a sole source 

aquifer.  Since that study was made, an additional 240 wells have been drilled on the 

island. 

• Peach Preserve Plantings – Patty Rose updated the membership on efforts to plant test 

plots of native plants to see which ones will thrive on the shoreline.  This effort has been 

underwritten by the generous bequest from Roz Glasser.  New plants are being installed 

this fall and next spring.  Islanders are welcome to help with work parties in 2020. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  

 

Checking Account balance - $2,794.25. Expenses included $223 in new plantings for the Peach 

Preserve and $596 for water conservation brochures. 

Roz Glasser Fund - $9,713.80.  Expenses included $820 transferred to the checking account to 

pay expenses for the Peach Preserve project. 

Guest Speakers: 

Leah Forbes from Skagit County Planning gave a presentation on what is a critical area and 

how that designation drives development issues. 

 

Emily Durenne gave a report on the beaver dams in the valley and what the county is 

considering to remedy the flooding of Eden’s road.  The county has not finished its report, but 

some ideas are trapping the beavers, lowering their ponds with a system called a "beaver 

deceiver," and raising Eden’s road an additional 3 feet in places.  A lively discussion ensued 

among the membership. 



 

Election: 

 

Two positions on GIPAC came up for election and Nancy Fox and Michael Brown were 

reelected to the board by voice vote of the membership. 

 

Hal Rooks gaveled to meeting to a close at 3:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Brown, Secretary. 

 

 


