
Q: How much water do we have for use on Guemes Island? 

A: We don’t really know. 

In 1995, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) completed a hydrogeological study (Kahle, 

Olsen, 1995) on Guemes Island to determine a baseline of the aquifer recharge areas of the 

island, their rates of recharge, and the impact on the estimated 120 island wells. Guemes 

Island was federally designated as a sole source aquifer in 1997 in recognition that the only 

source of water on the island is groundwater that is entirely sourced by rainfall. 

Since that time, at least 240 new wells have been drilled on Guemes, and 64 residences or 

more have been impacted due to well failures, most of them caused by seawater intrusion. 

As growth continues on Guemes, and use of seasonal dwellings expands through short-

term rentals, it becomes imperative to quantify the availability of potable water for 

islanders. If pumping exceeds capacity from the island’s aquifers, seawater intrusion could 

contaminate island groundwater irreversibly for all island residents. 

The Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC) has requested a proposal from 

USGS for a follow-up study to more accurately identify, through advanced technology, the 

island’s recharge areas, rates of recharge versus runoff, and the annual water budget. USGS 

has enthusiastically prepared a proposed project that is estimated to cost $133,000, of 

which USGS will fund $53,000 (40 percent). The remaining $80,000 must come from 

matching funds that can be distributed over two years. 

GIPAC has been actively pursuing county and state funding for the project during the past 

year, and has received positive support at each level (but as yet, no concrete funding), 

including support from 40th District Senator Liz Lovelett and Representative Debra 

Lekanoff.  

GIPAC thinks it is important for islanders to show support for the project by raising 

$25,000 to contribute to project funding. We hope you will agree to pledge support from 

your pocketbook. (To read the 1995 USGS study, see tinyurl.com/1995water.) 

Please fill out the attached Pledge Form and indicate what amount you intend to 

contribute. DO NOT SEND MONEY NOW. Actual funds will not be collected until complete 

funding has been allocated for the project. Your contributions can be spread over two 

years. 
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