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In 2020, as in the past few years, GIPAC's principal focus has been on water issues – trying to 
protect our island's fragile groundwater resource. As those of you who have followed our work 
know, we've tried to do this by introducing amendments to the Skagit County Code because we 
haven't found a more effective method to try to get changes enacted by the County.   
 
However, the code amendment route has proven increasingly frustrating.  Our two main efforts 
have been making rainwater catchment an attractive alternative to drilling wells (P-1), and 
providing the county's Planning Department with the necessary tools to ensure protection of the 
island's drinking water, without interfering in the Department of Ecology's more general well-
drilling authority (P-2).  We introduced these amendments first in 2016, and then again in 2018 
when they hadn't been acted on, and we're still at it over four years later.     
 
Before COVID 19 brought an abrupt halt to County activities, we did get the Planning 
Commission to recommend approval of P-1, but the Commission also recommended denial of 
P-2.  Their vote on P-2 was based on a staff attorney's judgment that the County couldn't 
approve P-2 without running afoul of the WA Department of Ecology's well-drilling authorities. 
Despite filing a public records request and hiring a water law attorney, we were unable to get 
the County to provide us with their rationale for denying P-2. 
 
In addition to the general slowdown related to COVID, the 2020 election process has introduced 
more delay because there will be at least one change in the County Commissioners' ranks, 
meaning we may need to re-argue the amendments in the new year.   
 
Our other frustrating effort was finding $80,000 to fund a follow-up USGS study of aquifer 
recharge on Guemes.  After spending most of 2019 working on funding options, we connected 
with 40th District Senator Liz Lovelett, who got the Legislature to approve fully funding the study 
in early March of this year.  However, that good news evaporated a couple of weeks later when 
the implications of the emerging COVID pandemic on the state's economy became more clear 
and the Governor vetoed all discretionary spending, including our funding.   
 
For 2021, we plan to continue focusing on water issues, but from a new angle.  Under current 
law and practice, Skagit County does not consider the impact on groundwater resources when 
issuing variances. In addition, short term rentals are essentially unregulated and some residents 
have expressed concern about the potential impact on our aquifer of visitors who don't 
understand that water is not as plentiful on Guemes as it might be in other, especially urban, 
areas. Both topics are complicated and we will welcome community input as we study them.  
 
Other developments in 2020 included: 

• A change in our board membership, when Edith Walden resigned and Kathy Malley 
joined us;  

 

• Patty Rose led our efforts to utilize the Roz Glasser bequest to work on restoring 
Guemes shorelines.  She reports that shoreline plantings at the Peach Preserve 
continue to mature with the help of island volunteers, the San Juan Preservation Trust, 
and those who respect them as they make their way to the beach. Special thanks to 
those who built the split rail fences! 



 

• Because of COVID, we suspended holding our monthly meetings from April – July.  In 
August, we began holding Zoom meetings such as this one and we plan to continue 
doing so.  We continue to welcome public attendance at our meetings. 

 
Thank you.  
 
----- 


