
GICCA Meeting 
5/20/2021 

This month’s meeting was held via Zoom due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  It was intended to brief the community and allow 
the board to conduct any necessary votes.  An invitation was posted on the GICCA website, www.myguemes.org, and anyone 
who expressed the desire to join was sent a formal invite.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 

Those on the call were board members Barbara Ohms, Kathy Whitman, Mary Hale, Rob Schroder, Tom Sternberg, and Libby 
Boucher.  Community members Julie Pingree and Rick Norrie also joined in.  

Minutes 
The minutes from the April 2021 meeting were posted.  There was a motion to approve the minutes by Kathy Whitman and a 
second by Mary Hale. The minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Mary Hale, treasurer, presented the report which was prepared by her. Taxes have been submitted; GICCA owed nothing. 

 Last Date To Date  
Reporting Date --> 4/9/2021 5/7/2021 Change 
Account Balances:       
General Checking $70,460.78 $69,430.84 -$1,029.94 
Stage $15,073.26 $14,851.52 -$221.74 
Savings $23,003.21 $23,003.21 $0.00 
Total: $108,537.25 $107,285.57 -$1,251.68 

    
Sub-Accounts over $1000:    
CERT $1,379.00 $1,379.00 $0.00 
Playground $1,128.00 $1,128.00 $0.00 
Scholarship Fund $3,639.63 $4,039.63 $400.00 

    
Notable transactions incurred this month:    
Scholarship donation (from Guemes Connects) $400.00  
Grant received (Blackbaud Giving Fund) $500.00  
Property Taxes (first half) -$1,739.96  
Special Use Permit Fee (for Stage) -$4,925.33  

 
Recognitions & Appreciations 

• Nancy Fisher-Allison & Tony Allison for the donation of their 20’ storage container that is now at the Hall. 
• Matt Simons for arranging to have the container moved to the Hall. 
• Dave Shill for the use of his flatbed trailer to move boulders to the Stage site. 
• Deb Bear for donating 50+ boulders to the Stage Project. 
• Rick Norrie, Tom Fouts & Gerry Bosworth for loading and moving those boulders to the site. 
• Gerry Bosworth for weed whacking and clean up at the Stage site. 
• Julie Fry for her efforts to start the Ladies’ Social Hour which will now be delayed until Fall. 
• Jo Anne Myers-Ciecko for continuing to lead the Guemes Walks at Dog Woods. 
• Mark Ohms for installing the new deadbolt lock on the north Hall door and for help repairing the swinging door. 
• Mary Heath and Joe Bucek for donating many ferns that will eventually be planted at the Stage site. 
• Lori Ripp for help with collecting ferns. 
• Sally Stapp for donating and loaning many pots for use in transplanting plants for the Stage and Hall. 
• Tony Boucher for hosting the monthly GICCA Zoom meetings. 
• Special thanks to the entire GICCA Board for the many volunteer hours working at the Hall on landscaping, reorganizing, 

sorting, shredding, cleaning, painting, and repair. 



Trustee Reports 
• Kathy reported that the Social Connections activities have shifted back to include only a few of them.  The Soup Lunch 

To Go has ended for the year and the Guemes Walks are happening more independently. Ted Talks are still being 
posted on the Social Connections page.  

• The Art Initiative is going well. The next article will come out with the June/July newsletter that will come out at the 
end of June. 

• Maintenance activities included: 
o Tom is purchasing cables and creating documents with instructions and wiring maps for how to use the 

electronic equipment at the hall. These documents will go into a Rental Manual that Kathy is putting together. 
o Rob worked on the swinging doors.  There are some missing pins; Mark Ohms is looking for substitute pins. 
o Clean up at the Hall has continued. The large wooden cabinet that was in the NE corner has been moved. 

Cynthia has been painting, the stage risers and popcorn machine are in the new container that was installed. 
The chair rack that was under the building was also moved to the container in the hopes we can reduce the 
number of chairs on the large rack in the Hall. 

Subcommittee Reports 
Ground Floor Guemes, Vision Committee, & CERT 
No report. 

Project Reports 
Stage 
Rick Norrie reported that there are now 50-55 boulders at the stage site to use for a tiered wall. A large cedar tree has been cut 
to 8-foot lengths. Next the wood will be milled, and the stairs will be built. The brush between the stage and road will be cleared. 
The Pavilion parking lot needs to be expanded to the south and a path created for handicap parking. We need to determine 
where the water tank will be located. Once the car ferry is back in service a sander will be rented to sand the deck of the stage. 
We will leave the temporary fencing in place until the county signs off on the permit. 

Special Use Permit  
The application has been accepted. To date we have heard nothing about additional information that is needed. Approval can 
take 4-6 months. The Notice of Development Application and SEPA Comment Period was posted at the site on May 6th. The 
comment period ended on May 21st. 

Memo of Understanding (MOU) 
Kathy has been working with Skagit County to come to a mutual understanding between them and GICCA. The county has 
requested a site plan showing all four parcels. We’re hoping this process goes quickly as it’s tied to the Special Use Permit and 
the required parking spaces needed for events. GICCA parking alone is not sufficient. The MOU would clarify the use of the 
combined GICCA and county parking. Thanks to Kathy Whitman for navigating these waters with her extensive Parks experience. 

Porch Plan 
Work on the porch and sidewalk at the Hall will begin June 10th. Concrete rubble will be taken to the stage which will help 
reduce the amount of fill dirt needed. 

New Business 
Playground Fund 
The GICCA Playground fund was initially funded in 1993 with a $20,000 donation from the Ross Foundation for purchase of 
playground equipment. Jack Ross was able to work with Skagit County and the Ross Foundation to begin the process of approval 
for a playground toy at Schoolhouse Park. According to GICCA minutes of September 25, 1993, longtime resident Jerry Ross was 
part of the approval committee as the toy was selected.  October 1995 GICCA minutes indicate “$5,000 remained from the Ross 
family donation”. The current balance, $1,127.73, has remained untouched for many years. 

A motion to the GICCA Board is being submitted that would use the remaining Ross Foundation funds for the benefit of families.   

1. Pickleball has grown in interest from older citizens and children because of the lower net and smaller court size (2 PB 
courts on one tennis court). Skagit County Parks will resurface the court in July to include both tennis and pickleball 
lines.  It is our hope to increase use by the purchase of two temporary nets, and some loaner supplies. The new 
FaceBook group “Guemes Island Pickleball” would help to bring visibility to this option for families. (Estimated cost:  
$500) 

2. The paved pad with a low basketball hoop could become a multi-use space and be painted with black squares to create 
a giant chess/checkers board. We would purchase giant plastic chess men and giant plastic checkers which would be 



stored in mesh bags. Checkers are popular with younger children with a shift toward chess as they get older. Both are 
popular with a variety of ages. (Estimated cost:  $250) 

3. We intend to work with Skagit County Parks to try to locate a storage cabinet with combination lock that would store 
the recreation equipment for various sports and activities. It would include a broom to sweep paved surfaces. The 
combination would be given to community members as needed. Until that storage is available, a loan program based 
at the hall will be developed. If located behind the stage, construction will need to be completed before a storage unit 
is added. (Estimated cost:  $250) 

Jerry Ross is a member of the original donation family and supports the use of the funds and indicates that they would like some 
small commemorative recognition when playground renovations are done in 2022.  “It was my pleasure. Jack Ross” are the 
words that the family felt were most meaningful.   

A couple more potential items were discussed to consider for purchase:  A backboard at the tennis courts to allow for single 
players and handball; and new, safer swings. 

The following motion was made by Kathy Whitman: “All funds remaining in the Playground Fund will be hereby used to purchase 
recreation equipment and a storage unit for activities at Schoolhouse Park and adjacent GICCA property.” There was a second 
by Mary Hale. The approval was unanimous. 

Trivia Night 
We are looking forward to potentially hosting a Trivia Night, tentatively scheduled for October 2nd. We will keep a close eye 
on COVID restrictions to make sure the event adheres to state mandates and can be held safely. 

Reopening 
Governor Inslee is slated to make a proclamation on June 30th. In anticipation of the state reopening, talk turned to scheduling 
activities at the Hall.  The 6/30 proclamation comes too late to organize the July 4th Hot Dog sale and there is also concern over 
the age of most of the workers and the desire to keep them safe. 

There are not many reservation requests for the Hall but that could change quickly. Regulars like Zumba and yoga are 
encouraged to sign up now to insure getting the times they desire. 

COVID-safe activities on the island: 
• Guemes Library Deckside Pick Up – Mondays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, guemesislandlibrary.com to reserve a book. 
• Guemes Walks – Check What’s Happening Board & Island Happenings Calendar for schedule 
• Ted Talks & Virtual Learning – GICCA website Social Connections Tab  
• Virtual Church Services, Guemes Community Church – Call 360-293-5515 for info. 
• Art Classes – guemesislandart.org/homepage/classes/ 

Community members are organizing a Guemes Garage Sale for June 5th and 6th. This is a great opportunity to sell/give away 
your excess or pick up those items you didn’t know you needed. 

Reminders 
The Haul-Out continues through June 12th. 

While the porch project is going on, access to the building will be through the door on the North side of the building. 

GICCA does not meet for a public meeting during the months of June, July, and August. The next public meeting will be 
September 16th. Fingers crossed the meeting will be in person. Executive Board Meetings are scheduled for 6/10, 7/8, and 8/12 
for planning purposes and setting the meeting agendas.  

There was a motion to adjourn made by Mary Hale with a second by Rob Schroder.  It was approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:32pm. 


