
GICCA Meeting  
10/21/2021  

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.  

Board members in attendance were Barb Ohms, Kathy Whitman, Mary Hale, Rob Schroder, Cynthia Heft, 
and Tom Sternberg. Libby Boucher attended via Zoom.  

Community members in attendance were Tom Fouts, Gerry Bosworth, Phyllis Bravinder, Randy Schnabel, 
Sharon Hughlitt, Juby Fouts, Jeff Hale, Noah Parker, Darlene Klister, Toni Schmokel, Deb Strathman, Sandy 
McKean, Tom Ahlers, Linda Ahlers, Joan Palmer, Karen Anderson, Carol Pellett, Richard Houghton, Penny 
Hewitt, Bonita Smith, Carol Deach, JH (?), Virginia Howell, Julie Pingree, Barbara Schnabel, Loalynda Bird, 
Morna McEachern, Scott Parker, John Strathman, Kathy McKean, Nancy Fisher-Allison, Emma Schroder, 
Dave Shill, Karen Shill, and Bill Heft. 

Community members on Zoom were Sue Skillman, Kali Dunton, Michael and JoAnne Gray, Edith Walden, 
Holly Green, and Carol Steffy.  

The agenda was approved without additions or corrections. 

Barb reviewed the meeting rules.  

There was a motion by Kathy Whitman to approve the September 16, 2021 minutes. The motion passed.  

Mary Hale presented the Treasurer’s Report:  

  Last Date  To Date    

Reporting Date -->  9/7/2021  10/7/2021  Change  

Account Balances:           

General Checking  $57,460.95  $56,628.92  -$832.03  

Stage  $12,196.65  $11,147.71  -$1,048.94  

Savings  $23,004.35  $23,005.51  $1.16  

Total:  $92,661.95  $90,782.14  -$1,879.81  

            

Sub-Accounts > zero:           

Hall Expansion Fund  $20,000.00  $20,000.00  $0.00  

Scholarship Fund  $39.63  $1,326.25  $1,286.62  

Groundfloor Guemes  $90.00  $90.00  $0.00  

CERT Account  $1,379.00  $1,379.00  $0.00  

Meals Account  $95.89  $95.89  $0.00  

Playground Account  $226.15  $226.15  $0.00  

        

Notable transactions this month:       
Donations to Scholarship Fund in 
memory of Jan Ebersole     $1,287.00    

Topsoil for Stage     -$605.43    

  
Committee Reports  
Guemes Island Art Initiative - There are currently 42 artists on our website. We are adding to calendar 
events. The website is moving along well and it’s giving excellent visibility to the artists. We are getting 
lots of positive comments from the community.  

Subcommittees Groundfloor Guemes, CERT & Vision Committee had no reports at this time.  



 

October Recognitions and Appreciations  

 

Community Stage at Schoolhouse Park: 

Construction Volunteers  

Deck sanding & oiling, vent well covers, irrigation system, southside deck railing, soil, gravel & rock 

moving:  Rick Norrie, Tom Fouts, Gerry Bosworth, Barb Ohms. 

Landscaping Volunteers 

Planting, grading, raking, rock picking:  Kathy Whitman, Cynthia Heft, Mary Hale, Carol Steffy, Dave Shill, 

Karen Shill, Jo McMinn, Nancy Fisher-Allison, Darlene Klister, Tom Sternberg, Ginny Howell, Deb 

Strathman, John Strathman, Diana Tsang, Jeff Spada, Tom Hancock, Barb Ohms, and Rick Norrie.  

Landscape Donors 

Plant, soil & rock donations:  Mary Heath, Joe Bucek, Tony Allison, Nancy Fisher-Allison, Sally Stapp, and 

Deb Bear. 

Tom Hancock for donating 6 handmade metal spheres for the Stage landscaping. 

Sam and Becky Bonno for free use of their dump truck. 

Community Partners 

Adam Mimnaugh/Mimnaugh Excavation for upcoming construction of the ADA walkway. Guemes Island 

Fire Department for filling our water catchment tank before the rains came. Snowy Mountain Excavation 

for gravel hauling. PSE for removing a dangerous hanging limb near the Stage. 

  



 

Community Center Hall: 

Landscaping Volunteers 

The new plants are thriving at the Hall thanks to Kathy Whitman, Diana Tsang, Cynthia Heft, Mary & Jeff 

Hale, Nigel Cushing, and Barb Ohms. 

Hall Interior & Exterior Improvements 

Compliments abound for both inside and outside improvements. Thanks to Kathy Whitman, Cynthia Heft, 

Bill Heft, Mary Hale, Jeff Hale, Dave Shill, Mark Ohms, Barb Ohms, Rob & Emma Schroder, Tom Sternberg, 

Tom Hancock, Rick Norrie, Nigel Cushing, Nancy Fisher Allison, Libby Boucher, Sue & Dean Eriksen, Jenny 

Stapp. 

Community Partners 

Adam Mimnaugh/Mimnaugh Excavation and crew for the new Hall entry that is being enjoyed by patrons 

of the Community Center Hall and the Library. Art Petersen and Gary Curtis for consultation on the project. 

Mike Gregory/Island Electric for electrical updates at the Hall. 

The many Guemes Island community members whose donations made possible the many updates as well 

as the purchase of new chairs for the Hall. 

Schoolhouse Park:  

 

 

  

Guemes Island Pickleball 

Organizers and regular players: Gina Meyers, Rich Meyers, Nancy Lazara, Kathy Whitman, Dana McCarthy, 

Duanne Rogers, Nigel Cushing, and Liz Hartley. Dave Shill for work on the pickleball shed.  

Playground Planning 

Kathy Whitman for organizing the planning meeting and coordinating with Eric Arnesen and Skagit Parks 

Dept. Kari Boeskov, Loalynda Bird, Mike Gwost, Daniel Gwost, and Barb Ohms for providing public input 

at the meeting. Thanks to other community members who sent in their comments. 

Corner Planter Bed at Edens and Guemes Island Road 

Sue & Dean Eriksen and Gale Myles for clearing and planting the planter bed. Barb Ohms for tractor work. 

Kathy Whitman and Carol Steffy for harvesting bulbs. 



Community Partners 

Brian Adams and Skagit County Parks and Recreation for allowing the community to become the 

caretakers of this corner. GICCA for providing topsoil. 

 

Guemes Island Art Initiative: 

Volunteers 

Tom Sternberg, Kathy Whitman, Devon LeBoutillier, Cynthia Heft, and Libby Boucher curating and 

maintaining the website. 

Community Partners 

Skagit Signal and NW Art Alliance 

Contributors 

The 42 artists of Guemes Island who are featured on GuemesIslandArt.org 

Additional October Acknowledgements: 

Francis Feng for donating a ping pong table to the Hall. 

Tom Deach for mowing the strip of GICCA property near the Pavilion and Stage. 

Stage Report 

Barb reported that the stage is pretty much finished. Hydroseeding and gravel was used to cover the 

disturbed ground, which is a requirement of the County building permit. Obtaining a "community park" 

designation was a necessary part of the Special Use Permit. We are ready to call for final inspection. The 

County Hearing Examiner's Hearing is Oct 27 for the final step for obtaining the Special Use Permit. Barb 

asked if there were any questions regarding the Stage. Scott Parker asked, when can we get a band at the 

Stage? Barb replied that we can’t do anything until the final occupancy permit is approved, the Special 

Use Permit is issued, and the ADA ramp is finished. 

Barb asked Scott Parker about the t-shirts that he printed up and sold two years ago. Were there any 

proceeds? Scott replied that it was not a fundraiser but a way to “bring the community back.” He had the 

shirts made up and recouped the costs through sales. 

Barb said a Stage Committee has been established with the purpose of planning the Stage grand opening. 

Tom Sternberg has agreed to lead the Committee. If anyone is interested in joining the Committee, please 

email 4gicca@gmail.com, sign up after the meeting, or contact a board member. 

There’s an updated slide show on myguemes.org. It includes original drawings and numerous photos of 

early work parties. Barb says our goal is to compile a DVD of all the photos and documents showing the 

stage progress. We will work with Edith Walden, editor of the former Guemes Tide Newspaper, to do this. 

Also, anyone who has worked on the Stage will be recognized. Scott Parker says he also has a list of people 

who should be recognized. Barb said there are sure to be duplicate names between the two lists but that 

she will work with Scott to be sure no recognitions are missed. 

mailto:4gicca@gmail.com


Board Nominations 

Kathy Whitman led the discussion on board elections and nominations. She defined the voting procedures 

at the last meeting. The procedures were designed to be more inclusive during Covid with more options 

for voting days. 

Our goal is to finalize nominees today. Each nominee must submit a candidate profile by October 28 in 

order to be included on the election ballot. Candidate profiles will be posted outside the Community Hall 

and on myguemes.org. There will be seven (7) days of voting. Bring one of the following that shows your 

Guemes address: ID, utility bill, rent receipt, bank statement, or property tax receipt (property ownership 

can be verified online).  

Library staff will maintain possession of the ballot box until an independent election team can hand-count 

the ballots after the election. The election will take place during Library hours (12:30pm – 3:00pm) on 

November 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14. There will be a final opportunity to vote between 6:30pm – 7:30pm at 

the November 18th GICCA Annual Meeting at the Community Hall. 

Unvaccinated members may vote on the deck. Everyone is expected to wear a mask for community safety. 

Vote at time of registration. No Proxy ballots or replacement ballots will be issued. 

There are five (5) board member positions up for election. Members can vote for up to 5 people but no 

more than 5. You may vote for less than 5. 

Actual Board positions are determined following the election as stated in the Bylaws. The board currently 

has 7 members. The current Vice President and treasurer, Kathy Whitman and Mary Hale, are not up for 

election until next year. Of the five soon-to-be vacant positions, one will serve a one-year term (to 

complete the term that someone is vacating prior to the 2-year commitment) and four will serve 2-year 

terms. Of the five elected board members, the one who received the fewest votes will serve the one-year 

term. Addendum: GICCA bylaws state that the Board will serve staggered 2-year terms. A Board member 

may volunteer to accept the one-year term rather than the member receiving the lowest vote count. 

Nominations (in Alphabetical order) 

1) Libby Boucher (incumbent) – made a personal statement via Zoom. 

2) Nancy Fisher-Allison – made a personal statement. 

3) Darlene Klister – Darlene introduced herself and Randy Schnabel made a statement on Darlene's 

behalf. 

4) Barb Ohms (incumbent) – Mary Hale read a statement of nomination. 

5) Dave Shill – made a personal statement. 

6) Tom Sternberg (incumbent) – Barb made a statement on Tom's behalf and Tom made a brief 

personal statement. 

Nominations were then taken from the floor: 

1) Carol Deach – nominated herself and made a personal statement. 

2) Michael Grennell – Scott Parker nominated Michael in his absence. 

3) Isaac Gladish – Scott Parker nominated Isaac in his absence. 

4) Loalynda Bird – made a personal statement. 

5) Penny Hewitt – Bonita Smith nominated her in her absence. 

Nominees must turn in a candidate profile form by October 28th otherwise their name will not be on the 

ballot. Forms and board member expectations can be found on myguemes.org. 

Richard Houghton moved to close the nomination process seeing as there were no further nominations. 

It was seconded and approved. 



Bylaw Amendments 

Bylaw Amendments were proposed at the September 16, 2021 GICCA meeting and posted on 

myguemes.org.  

Morna McEachern made a motion to approve the amendments to the Bylaws and it was passed 

unanimously by meeting participants both in the room and on Zoom. 

Other Business: 

• G.I.V.E. Flyer was handed out 

• GI Church – Don Burnett to speak this Sunday 

Comments 

Loalynda thought the playground design was good for autistic and handicapped persons. 

Ginny Howell reminded everyone of the Stage Committee signup. 

Phyllis Bravinder wanted to remind everyone to follow meeting rules and be respectful. 

Emma Schroder expressed appreciation for Rob Schroder’s long-time service on the Board. Barb 

acknowledged and said he will indeed be recognized. 

Calendar Reminders and COVID-safe activities on the island: 

o Boo Box Pick Up, drive thru at the Hall – Sun. Oct 31 – 3:00 to 4:00 PM 

o Soup to Go, drive thru at the Church – Thursdays beginning Nov 4 – 11:30 to 12:15, $5 donation 

o GIPAC Annual Meeting – Sun. Nov. 7 – 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the Community Hall 

o Guemes Library Open – Thursdays thru Mondays (closed Tues & Wed), 12:30 to 3:00 PM 

o Pickleball at the Park, Thurs. 3:30 to 5:30; Sat. 9:00 to 10:30; Sun. 9:00 to 11:00 

o Guemes Walks – Check Island Happenings calendar for schedule 

o Ted Talks & Virtual Learning – GICCA website Social Connections Tab  

o Art Classes – guemesislandart.org/homepage/classes/ 

o Church Services, Guemes Community Church – 9:30 AM, Masks required. Call 360-293-5515 for info. 

o The Church Labyrinth is always open for peaceful visits or meditative walks. 

Dave Shill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

 

https://myguemes.org/sc-calendar/
https://myguemes.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Ted-Talks-4.pdf
https://guemesislandart.org/homepage/classes/

