
GICCA Meeting  
2/17/2022  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to Covid-19 concerns. Those in attendance were board members 

Barbara Ohms, Kathy Whitman, Nancy Fisher-Allison, Tom Sternberg, Darlene Klister, and Libby Boucher.  

Community members Julie Pingree, Andy Leech, Forrest Nelson, and Edith Walden were also on the call.  

The agenda was approved after a motion by Kathy Whitman. 

Minutes from the January 20, 2022 meeting were unanimously approved after a motion by Darlene Klister. 

February Recognitions and Appreciations 

• Stage Opening Planning Committee:  Tom Sternberg, Don Bird, Libby Boucher, Kathy Whitman, 

Barb Ohms, Michael Brown, Scott Parker, Bonita Smith, Mary Holmes, and Julie Pingree 

• Vicki & Chuck Hallingstad for planting assistance at the Hall. 

• David McKibben for mowing at the Hall. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Nancy Fisher-Allison presented her report.  

Reporting Date --> 
1/31/2022 12/31/2021 Monthly change 2/7/2022 Notes 

Account Balances:           

Main Checking $83,569.00  $66,639.00  $16,930.00  $63,666.00  * 

Stage Checking $8,912.00  $8,823.00  $89.00  $8,801.00    

Savings $23,007.00  $23,007.00  $0.00  $43,007.00    

Total: $115,488.00  $98,469.00  $17,019.00  $115,474.00    

            

Sub-Accounts: Main 
Checking             

CERT $1,379.00  $1,379.00  $0.00  $1,379.00    

Children’s Programs $0.00    $0.00  $0.00    

Groundfloor Guemes $90.00  $90.00  $0.00  $90.00    

Guemes Gold Scholarship $2,326.00  $2,326.00  $0.00  $2,326.00    

Hall Expansion Fund $0.00  $20,000.00  ($20,000.00)   ** 

Meals $96.00  $96.00  $0.00  $96.00    

Playground $226.00  $226.00  $0.00  $226.00    

Website $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00    
* $20K (2020 Bill Burlingame bequest) in restricted funds 
transferred to Savings    

** Transferred to savings      

      

Sub-Accounts: Savings     

Reserve     $0.00   

Restricted (Hall & History)     $20,000.00   

      

Notable Transactions in January 2022 
   

Propane  Main  $430.00     
Insurance  Main  $436.00     

Ideal Fence  Stage  $111.00     



      

Notable Deposits in January 2022    

Donations/Main (incl. sub-
accts)   $17,945.00  

Appeal, PayPal, 
Benevity   

Donations/Stage   $200.00     

 
Libby Boucher gave an update on the Appeal Letter Donations to date. Some of the General Fund 
donations have been designated to go to Pickleball Maintenance, the Arts, and the Humble Property Park. 

$29,066.95 General Fund 

$621.87 Stage 

$846.86 CERT 

$300.00 Guemes Gold Scholarship 

$30,835,68 Total 

 
Trustee Reports 
Darlene Klister presented some ideas for volunteer recruitment. When GICCA sends out the annual appeal 
letter include a separate sheet as an enclosure regarding volunteering. Show we are equally thankful for 
people’s gift of time as we are with their monetary donations. Also include a brief statement about the 
upcoming year's projects and collect info about those who are interested in helping. 

Have Donations & Volunteering on same page on website. Think of them as part of each other/hand-in-
hand. Increased visibility of both the need and the value of volunteers. Add photos of volunteers working 
on projects. Make the page engaging with photos, catchy wording. Post volunteer opportunities quarterly 
or every 6 months so projects listed will change. List benefits of volunteering. (Community engagement, 
getting to know your neighbors, contribute to something bigger than yourself, etc.). On Home Page we 
could put a call out for volunteers occasionally. Make it stand out and don’t include it all the time. It needs 
to stand out. Nancy suggested we add “it’s fun” and “it’s reciprocal – you give and receive” to the list of 
benefits. 

Promote applicable projects as family opportunities. For example, weeding, painting – something the 
entire family could participate in for the good of the project! Have some water and juice and nibbles. 
Family volunteering encourages kids to be life-long volunteers. 

Remember to take photos of the volunteers doing their thing. We will get their okay to put the photos on 
the website.  

Like GIPOA’s former Citizen of the Year, start a “VOLUNTEER(S) OF THE YEAR” program with some photos 
from the year's projects up on the Community Center bulletin board. Maybe the recipient could get some 
sort of benefit: discount for a fee-based event, a place of honor, a “cut the line” coupon, etc. Libby 
suggested perhaps donating to Guemes Gold Scholarship or G.I.V.E. in their name. 

Dave Shill was performing volunteer firefighter duties so Kathy gave his update. She has compiled a 
notebook for him that includes all project information. He is chipping away at some of the tasks and trying 
to get pricing for the bigger things. He will discuss the background of some projects with Barb, whose 
background knowledge is extensive. 

Thanks to Tom Sternberg for handling the monthly water testing. 

Sub-Committee Reports 
Nancy Fisher-Allison reported on the current (2/17/2022) results from her community interest survey.  

Total number of respondents:  31 
Likely or Very Likely to attend a learning session at the Hall:  22 respondents 
Preferred time (other than prior to GICCA monthly meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each month): 



• Sunday afternoons 

• Thursday evenings (other than 3rd Thursday) 

TOP AREAS OF INTEREST 
[Very interested)/Interested] 
Environment & Natural World:  24/7 (31 total) 
Coast Salish Past & Present:  19/6 (25 total) 
Literature:  11/15 (25 total) 
Gardening Ideas:  14/10 (24 total) 
Art, Music & Theatre:   11/13 (24 total) 
Local History & Culture:  15/8 (23 total) 
Former Lives of Guemes Islanders:  9/11 (20 total) 

Additional topics to consider: 

 
 

People available to speak on:

 
Kathy Whitman gave a quick update on Social Connections. There are 8 links to Ted Talks – thanks to Juby 
Fouts for sending ideas. Mary Hale is still coordinating the Guemes Walks outings. 

Kathy also reported on the Art Initiative. She recently sent out a call to artists and has heard back from 
12 so far. There will be another artist tour Memorial Day weekend as part of the Celebrate Guemes 
weekend. 

The Vision Committee hasn’t been meeting. They will start back up once the time is right to potentially 
start a capital campaign for an expanded Community Center Campus. 



CERT – a great deal of work needs to be done and volunteers are needed to revamp the neighborhood 
lists. The licensing test is not difficult, and the equipment is reasonably priced. Forrest Nelson expressed 
interest. Contact Barb Ohms for more information. 

No report from Ground Floor Guemes. 

Project Reports 
Stage – We had tree work done this week. A dead alder was removed, along with the top of a cedar. 
According to a certified arborist, both posed risks to those who may be underneath. The material was 
chipped and will be used in the stage landscaping. Kathy is supervising a work party from 10-noon on the 
26th. The ADA walkway will hopefully be completed mid-March. The fence must remain up until then. 

Celebrate Guemes – This event will be taking place during Memorial Day Weekend and will include 3 days 
of activities. Due to its popularity in December, Saturday will play host to another Art Tour. Sunday will be 
the grand opening of the Stage! Local performers are being lined up to hit the stage from approximately 
noon to 8:30pm. We hope to have a beer and wine garden and food trucks. Monday will include an 
observance at the cemetery to recognize those who are buried there. The cemetery committee is looking 
to have Adam Veal present an oral history of the cemetery. That day there will also be pickleball, and a 
guided tour and kids’ events at Dog Woods Trail. 

Native Inhabitants – Nancy Fisher-Allison brought up finding ways to honor the native inhabitants of 
Guemes Island. David Wertheimer & Paul Beaudet have expressed an interest in this as well. Andy Leech 
would like to be included in this conversation; he has talked with Rosie Cayou about honoring native 
inhabitants from long ago and would like to help with this endeavor. 

Playground – Kathy updated us that the playground will happen in 3 phases. Phase 1 - Playground 
equipment has been ordered and will hopefully be installed in June. 

New Business 
Julie Pingree will be the G.I.V.E. rep on GICCA. She gave a history of G.I.V.E. which began in March of 1991. 
Monetary assistance is given to islanders who request it after they tell their story to the committee. This 
committee will look at alternatives for funds in addition to the G.I.V.E. monies. They also have allocated 
$100 per month to stock the free pantry at church and also buy Safeway gift cards to help people out with 
groceries. No request needs to be made for these.  

Sound System Proposal - In his previous life, Forrest Nelson worked with Swedish Hospital on sound 
system solutions. He is going to work with the company he used for that in hopes of upgrading the sound 
system at the Community Center. He is looking for improvements to video, sound reinforcement, and 
video conferencing. He hopes to be able to get the equipment for free or at greatly reduced prices. 

Ferry Committee Charter - Edith Walden informed attendees about the upcoming vote to a change of the 
Ferry Committee Charter. Currently, only people who are registered to vote in the Guemes Island precinct 
are allowed to vote. It is proposed that the charter be changed, and voter eligibility shall include those 
who are 18 years old or older and meet at least one of the following criteria:  a registered voter of the 
Guemes Island Precinct, a Guemes Island resident, or a Guemes Island property owner. The election will 
be on March 12, 2022. Voting begins at 1:00pm with the annual meeting from 2:00-4:00pm. 

We will discuss Governor Inslee’s proposed updated mask and vaccine mandates at the next meeting. 

Kathy Whitman motioned to adjourn the meeting. All approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 

COVID-safe activities on the island: 

• Curbside Soup to Go – Thursdays, 11:30 to 12:15 at the Church entrance 

• Guemes Library Open – Thursdays thru Mondays 12:30 to 3:00 PM (closed Tues & Wed) 

• Pickleball at the Park, Thurs. 1:00 to 3:00; Sat. 10:00 to 12:00; Sun. 10:00 to 12:00 



• Guemes Walks – Check Island Happenings calendar for schedule 

• Ted Talks & Virtual Learning – myguemes.org, Social Connections Tab Virtual Learning 

• Art Events & Classes – guemesislandart.org/homepage/calendar/ 

• Church Services, Guemes Community Church – 9:30 AM, In person and online Zoom service. Call 

360-391-2061 for info. 

• The Church Labyrinth is always open for peaceful visits or meditative walks. 

Next Business Meeting is March 17, 2022. A virtual meeting may be necessary due to COVID-19 

concerns.  

https://myguemes.org/sc-calendar/
https://myguemes.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Ted-Talks-7.pdf
https://guemesislandart.org/homepage/calendar/

