
Island Fundraiser and Film Showing to benefit Indigenous Triqui students 
  
They have filmed and directed their award-winning documentary: FIRST TIME HOME. The 
fundraiser is to support the four first generation college students as they begin their college 
careers. It is also to recognize their efforts in conceiving and carrying out this project. Panel 
discussion after the 30-minute film. 
  
Where and When: 
  
Guemes Island Community Hall, Saturday, Sept. 3 at 4:00 PM 
  
How to Support the Fundraiser: 
  
1. Attend and watch the movie. Noemi and Esmirna will be on island for the event and will take 
comments and answer questions.  Donations accepted at the door. 
2. Write a check to the Guemes Island Church in any amount. This is a charitable deduction.  
In the memo space write in: “Donation to First Time Home” 
Mail or drop off checks at the Guemes Island Church 7611 Guemes Island Rd, Anacortes, WA, 
98221 
3. Donate through official organizers of the event: Omi Cummings, Holly Greene, Joyce 
Fleming, Ralph Mendershausen, or Anne Schreivogl. 
  
The Film: 

•        FIRST TIME HOME is a film directed and shot by young people who are 
Indigenous Triqui, second-generation immigrants: Noemi Librado Sanchez, Heriberto 
Ventura, Esmirna Librado, and Esmeralda Ventura. This is their story, told as they wish 
to tell it. When the four cousins learned their grandfather in Mexico was gravely ill, they 
traveled from their immigrant community in California to their family's ancestral village 
in Oaxaca for the first time. The teenagers recorded video letters to share with their 
parents and other relatives in the U.S., who are farm-workers and have not seen their 
relatives in Mexico in over 15 years. Through a mixture of Spanish, Triqui, and English, 
they got to know their grandparents, aunts and uncles. In the midst of border politics 
and violence, the group of cousins forged a link across thousands of miles, developing a 
newfound pride in their indigenous immigrant identity and a new understanding of the 
meaning of family. 

 
Awards: 
 
This documentary film has received the Rising Voices Award from the Portland Film Festival, 
a Spotlight Film Gold Award, and Honorable Mention for Best Documentary from the Global 
Film Festival awards/Los Angeles. 
  
NOTE: FIRST TIME HOME was screened twice at the Historic Lincoln Theater this past 
spring for the same purpose. Our event is greatly indebted to the Historic Lincoln Theater 
for its support! 
  


