
GICCA Meeting  
10/20/2022  

The meeting was called to order at 7:06pm.  

Those in attendance were board members Barbara Ohms, Kathy Whitman, Dave Shill, Nancy Fisher-Allison, and Libby 

Boucher.  Community members Lisa Charnock, Julie Pingree, Phyllis Bravinder, Toni Schmokel, Carol Pellett, Gail 

LeBoutillier, Chris LeBoutillier, Emma Schroder, Rob Schroder, Sharon Hughlitt, Gabe Murphy, Charmaine Johanned, 

Michael Painter, Eugene Gwost, Daniel Gwost, Mike Gwost, Gale Myles, Chantal Pelletier, Mark Ohms, Aaron 

Peterson, Greta McAlister, Morna McEachern, David Rockwood, Bridget Thompson, Daniel Burnett, Todd Figenshow, 

Natalie Magnus, Michael (Recycle) Grennell,  Jackie Gladish, Jerry Ross, Stephanie Woolworth, Rory Denovan, Mike 

Murphy, and Charmaine Johannes joined the meeting. Edith Walden, “Bill’s computer”, Dianne Szerlong, and Doug 

Charnock joined via Zoom.  

The agenda was approved. 

Minutes from the September 15, 2022 meeting were unanimously approved after a motion by Dave Shill. 

Recognitions and Appreciations 

• Landscaping at the Hall:  Scott & Karen Anderson, Dave Shill, Dawn Mertens, Cynthia Heft, Kathy 
Whitman, and Barb Ohms 

• Help with prepping and painting the storage container:  Diana Tsang, Jeff Spada, Dave & Karen 
Shill, Chris Shuman, Klaudia England, Larry Verbano, Kathy Whitman, and Barb Ohms 

• Watering at the Stage:  Diana Tsang and Barb Ohms 

• A special thank you to Devon LeBoutillier for her continued work on the art website and 
preparation for the Art Studio Tour. 

Addendum to the minutes: 

• Thank you to Karen Anderson, Dave Shill, and the GI Fire Department for filling the irrigation water 
tank at the Stage. 

Officer and Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Fisher-Allison reported.  

Financial Reporting Date --> 10/3/2022 8/31/2022 
Month-to-

Month Change 

QuickBooks 
Ledger on 

10/10/2022 
Notes 

Account Balances:           

Main Checking (Acct. 1926)  $    43,325.00   $       42,005.00   $       1,320.00   $    43,425.00    

Stage Checking (Acct. 7544)  $      2,415.00   $         2,415.00   $                   -     $      2,415.00    

Savings (Acct. 5097)   $    43,113.00   $       43,111.00   $               2.00   $    43,113.00  3rd Q Int. 

Total:  $    88,853.00   $       87,531.00   $       1,322.00   $    88,953.00    

            

Detail: Main Checking     NOTES     

Donor Restricted            

Arts Initiative  $         619.00   $            210.00  Studio Tour reg.  $         634.00    

CERT  $      2,229.00   $         2,229.00        

Children’s Programs           

Groundfloor Guemes  $           90.00   $               90.00        

Guemes Gold Scholarship  $         826.00   $            826.00        

Hall Expansion Fund    $                     -          

Meals  $           96.00   $               96.00        

Playground  $         226.00   $            226.00        

Total Donor Restricted  $      4,086.00   $         3,677.00        



Unrestricted Funds           

Operating Account*    $       38,328.00        

Total Unrestricted    $     38,328.00        

Total in Main Checking  $     4,086.00   $      42,005.00        

            

            

Detail:  Savings           

Donor Restricted           

Hall Expansion/History Trail  $    20,100.00   $       20,100.00        

Board Restricted           

Emergency Reserve  $    20,000.00   $       20,000.00        

Charitable Giving Reserve  $      1,500.00   $         1,500.00        

Total Restricted Savings  $    41,600.00   $       41,600.00        

Unrestricted Savings  $      1,511.00   $         1,511.00        

Total Unrestricted Savings  $      1,513.00   $         1,511.00        

Total in Savings  $  43,113.00   $      43,111.00        

            

PayPal Account Balance  Zero          

Square Account Balance  Zero          

Venmo Balance  Zero          

Notable Expenses in September 2022         

            

Routine Expenses           

Insurance  $            436.00          

Bookkeeping/Accounting fees  $            128.00  Thea LaCross       

Website services  $            133.00  Devon LeBoutillier       

Project & Occasional Expenses           

Studio Tour Materials  $              91.00  Covered by registration fees     

Hall/Deck/Container painting  $            453.00          
Directors & Officers Insurance 
Policy 

 $            652.00    
      

HVAC service  $            205.00          

Hall History Display materials  $            127.00          

Stage Expenses  $                      -            

            

Total notable expenses  $         2,225.00          

            

Revenue in September 2022           

Pie Sale  $         1,370.00          

Hall Rental  $              40.00  Yoga & Drumming Group     

Donations  $            119.00  Including Amazon Smile funds     

Studio Tour registration fees  $            635.00  As of financial reporting date.      

Total notable revenue  $         1,529.00          

  



Volunteers:  Kathy Whitman reported that we’re always looking for volunteers. If you want to be added 
to the list, please contact her at 4gicca@gmail.com. Next up are some winter projects, which include fair-
weather planting at the stage, attic cleaning and inventory, a History Wall photo display, interior painting, 
and lots of little projects. 

Nominations 
There are currently 4 positions up for election on the board. To date, two new people have been 
nominated in addition to Kathy running for reelection. They each spoke about themselves.  

Lisa Charnock is new to the island and looking forward to getting involved. She has been a poet for 40 
years and words matter a lot to her. Her day job was director of real estate for a university in California. 

Gale Myles has lived on the island for 3 years and loves getting to know her neighbors. Last year she led 
the Island Explorers group of school children on the island. She wants to explore the connections and 
commonalities among islanders. 

As the current vice president, Kathy Whitman has been highly involved in the Guemes Island Art website 
and bringing recognition and attention to our island artists, including the Artist Studio Tours. She has led 
the effort to landscape the hall and stage areas and has taken over volunteer coordination. 

It was clarified that the GICCA bylaws specify that nominees do not run for specific positions, they run to 
fill the vacancies. Those who are elected meet in December to decide who will fill what position. 

Dave Shill nominated Greta McAllister, who has since withdrawn her nomination. 

Dave also nominated Klaudia Englund. Klaudia has lived on the island for approximately 5 years and has 
been working hard archiving Guemes Island historical documents. She is a retired library archivist, and her 
work is helping Guemes Island gain a presence on the Washington World Heritage site. 

Amanda Snelson nominated herself. She has been in love with Guemes since she was 7 years old and 
when she wasn’t living on the island, she was right next door in Anacortes. She works at the resort and 
has lots of experience with retail, horticulture, and hospitality. 

Mike Murphy nominated Rory Denovan. Rory has been on the island since he was a youngster and has 
been a long-time active community member. Barb thanked him for his involvement with landscaping 
purchases and work at the stage.  

Gabe Murphy nominated Jon Petrich. Jon was a former GICCA board member. 

Daniel Burnett nominated Michael Grennell. Otherwise known as Michael Recycle, he has lived on the 
island for 22 years. He has hosted movies at the park and ran Riff Raff coffee stand by the ferry. He wants 
people to be able to vote. 

Eugene Gwost nominated himself. After many accolades in high school, he moved to California for 6 years. 
Now it’s time to come home and bring back the family connection, fundraising, the Ball, and allowing 
Guemes to be Guemes. 

Aaron Peterson stated that previous ballots were confusing. We will send him the wording for this year’s 
ballot for his input. 

Nominees were given a copy of the nomination form which needs to be returned by October 27th in order 
to be considered a candidate and included on the ballot. They will be posted on the website and on the 
bulletin board at the hall for voters’ reference. 

Julie Pingree confirmed that the practice of voting people into vacancies, not positions, is the way it has 
always been done. 

There are extended voting days again this year. Please refer to myguemes.org for the schedule. 

mailto:4gicca@gmail.com


Barb Ohms’ term was supposed to be up this year, but in an effort to make the number of positions up 
for election more even, she was appointed by the board to complete the vacancy left by Darlene Klister’s 
departure as allowed in the GICCA bylaws. 

Committee Reports 
Art Initiative:  The 2nd Annual Guemes Island Artist Studio Tour will be held on Saturday, December 3rd. 
Registrations have been rolling in and we will have 30 artists at 10 locations. Soup-To-Go will again be 
offered. Devon LeBoutillier has been working hard to create new posters and informational flyers. We will 
have that information out by November 1st. Our marketing plan has reached off-island to bring more 
visibility to our artists. 

Project Updates 
Storage containers:  The container in the parking lot outside the hall is getting a makeover! Before we 
know it, it will blend into the surroundings! Thanks to all who shared their artistic flair for this project. You 
will also notice a new container in the parking lot. This one belongs to the Historical Society. Eventually, a 
small portion of the woods will be cleared, and it will be moved out of the parking lot. The Historical 
Society has also been given space at the church. There was a meeting for those interested in pursuing the 
continuance the society and there will be another in November. The date is still to be determined. 

Monthly programs:  In years past, there used to be programs held immediately prior to GICCA meetings. 
Before Nancy Fisher-Allison assumed the responsibilities of treasurer, she conducted surveys about topics 
of interest. Now that she is comfortable with her treasurer role, she would like to pursue the programs. If 
anyone wants to help, please contact her. Possible topics included beekeeping, composting, and island 
history. 

Stage:  Prior to discussion of the security cameras at the stage, President Barb Ohms read the following 
statement: 

The GICCA Board is responsible for protecting the Community Center's assets and investment in the 
conditional Special Use Permit for the Stage. This Special Use Permit was granted by the Skagit County 
Planning and Development Department (SCPD) November 3, 2021, at a cost to the Association of $5000. 
Material expenses over $100,000 and uncounted donated volunteer labor hours have added to the 
community's investment in the Stage. 

Terms of the Special Use Permit were documented in the Predevelopment Meeting May 24, 2012. The 
Stage building permit issued October 5, 2012 includes these terms. County requirements relating to 
recently controversial activities at the Stage were included in these terms. 

Security cameras were installed in July 2022 for safety and insurance liability concerns. Security cameras 
are in ubiquitous use in modern public life. Because the Stage is open to public access under the terms of 
the Special Use Permit it is not a private area. Video security is widely used in public areas, such as the 
Ferry parking lots. Motion activated cameras at the Stage merely serve to identify nighttime activity on 
the premises. Motion is recorded and saved for 14 days to assist in the event that the Stage is harmed in 
any way. They will not be monitored nor used for enforcement but rather used to assist authorities should 
the structure and/or grounds be damaged. Only in the case of an incident will the recordings be viewed. 

GICCA will not and is not policing the island nor its assets (Community Center, Pavilion or Stage). The video 
recordings serve to deter vandalism and will be provided to the proper authorities should the need arise. 

There was much discussion regarding the issue. The overall opinion was that the cameras have no place 
on Guemes Island and that this island community needs to trust one another.  

Nancy will inquire about insurance implications of security cameras. If it is something we need then 
perhaps a third-party organization could be used. 

Michael Painter made a motion to add minutes (an agenda item) to the November meeting to further 
discuss the cameras and put it to a vote. Chantal Pelletier seconded the motion. 



Rory Denovan made a motion to amend the original motion adding that the cameras be taken down until 
the official vote in November. Chantal Pelletier seconded the motion to amend. This amendment was 
approved. It was not unanimous. 

The new motion states that we will add minutes (an agenda item) to the November meeting to further 
discuss the cameras and put it to a vote. In the meantime, the cameras will be taken down until the 
November vote. This motion was approved by the majority. It was not unanimous. 

Barb Ohms did clarify that the box on the upper left of the stage is for the Wi-Fi that has been donated by 
San Juan Cable. The purpose of having Wi-Fi is so we can use the Square credit card reader for events. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:56pm after a motion by Jackie Gladish. 

Next GICCA Public Business Meeting is November 17, 2022, at 7:00 at the Community Center Hall. 

Oct/Nov/Dec Activities & Events: 

• Soup-to-Go – Thursdays, 11:30 to 12:15 at the Church 

• Trunk or Treat – Oct 31, 6:30 to 7:30 at the Hall 

• GIPAC Annual Meeting – Sunday, Nov 6, 2:00 PM at the Hall 

• Amanda Rose Yoga– Mondays at 7 PM at the Hall 

• Dog Island Drums– Tuesdays at 6:00 PM at the Hall 

• Fiber Arts Group – Sunday, Nov 20, 10:30 at the Hall 

• Thanksgiving Nov 24 

• Winter Art Studio Tour – Sat, Dec 3, 10-4 

• Winter Chamber Music Concert – Sat, Dec 17 

 

Ongoing Island Activities: 

• Guemes Library Open–Thursdays thru Mondays 12:30 to 3:00 PM (closed Tues & Wed) 

• Pickleball at the Park, Thurs. 1:00 to 3:00; Sat. 10:00 to 12:00; Sun. 10:00 to 12:00 

• Guemes Walks – Check Island Happenings calendar for schedule 

• Ted Talks & Virtual Learning – myguemes.org, Social Connections Tab Virtual Learning 

• Art Events & Classes – guemesislandart.org/homepage/calendar/ 

• Guemes Community Church, Services or speakers – 9:30 AM 

• The Church Labyrinth is always open for peaceful visits or meditative walks. 


